
United Way of the Midlands

August 2015
Volume 11, Issue 8   

The Arc of Omaha & Career Solutions, Inc.

Gazette
Inside this issue:

Marcus Sikora..................................................1

The Core Save the Date...............................1

Put Your Honey to Use.................................2

2015 Arc Membership .................................2

Parent to Parent - Day on the Water .......3

Sibshops ...........................................................4

Tween Scene ...................................................5

PRISM ................................................................6

Next Chapter Book Club .............................7

Ultimate Life....................................................8

Art of Imagination.........................................9

Project II ............................................................9

Just Friends.............................................10-11

Adult Services Events..........................12-13

In the Spotlight ........................................... 14

Stars Basketball Registration Form ...... 15

Staff Directory.............................................. 16

Ollie Webb Center, Inc. • 1941 South 42nd Street • Suite 122 • Omaha, NE 68105 • 402.346.5220

Mission Statement

To enrich the lives of individuals with 
developmental disabilities and their 
families through support, programs 

and advocacy.

The Arc of Omaha is a member 

agency of the United Way of the 

Midlands and a Chapter of The Arc 

of Nebraska and the U.S.

So many people with disabilities feel unwelcome at 
church, but together we can change that!  Join us on 
August 22, for Exceptional Together: A Special Needs 

Awareness Conference sponsored by The Core.  We will 
bring community resources, churches, and families with 
special needs together to connect, educate, and share 
ways to include those with disabilities.  We will feature 
speakers, an interactive panel, hot topic discussions, and 
exhibits of local resources.  Everyone is welcome!  Time is 
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and takes place at King of Kings 
Church, 11615 I St., Omaha.  You can register online at 
kingofkingsomaha.org.  Registration deadline is July 31. 
Cost of the conference is $20 per person. Questions?  
Please email karen@kingofkingsomaha.org.

the CORE

Marcus Sikora

Saturday, June 11, 2015 was the 
day our very own, Next Chapter 
Book Club member and Art of 
Imagination actor, Marcus Sikora 
released his book Black Day: The 
Monster Rock Band at the Omaha 
Book Worm.  The story was read 
to a standing room only crowd 
and was followed by a book 
signing. 

Black Day is lighthearted story about Brad a paper boy 
who wants to be a rock star. When Brad discovers the 
band Black Day playing in old Professor Hammer’s 
garage, he really wants to join. The band’s monsters 
have a different idea and send him away, “No humans!” 
Brad sets out to change their minds, but the monsters 
have bigger problems than finding a bass player.

Marcus Sikora is a 25 year old creative soul who has Down syndrome and lives in Omaha, 
Nebraska. He has acted on stage with local and national companies as well as written a 
short one act. Black Day: The Monster Rock Band is his first book for children. When he’s 
not watching theater, singing, or working out, he’s contemplating the sequel, title yet to 
be determined. You can connect with Marcus and his adventures via Twitter 
@marcusmusical, Facebook/GrownUpsAndDowns, and BlackDayBook.com
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Put Your Honey to Use

“Time and money spent in helping 
people to do more for themselves is far 
better than mere giving.” ~ Henry Ford

The Arc of Omaha 2015 Membership Form
Your membership will be valid from January 1 through December 31, 2015

Thank you for your past support!  Please consider once again being a part of our team!

Name (s) _________________________________________________________________________
(As you wish it to appear when we publicly recognize our members.)

Address _________________________________________________________________________

City/State____________________________________________________ Zip _________________

Phone _________________________ E-mail ** __________________________________________

**May we send our monthly newsletter to your e-mail address:   ____Yes     ____No

Each Single Membership is entitled to one (1) vote.  Each family membership is entitled to two (2) votes.

Please circle:        Single $25        Family $40        Contributing $75        Sustaining $100        Corporate $150

❒ I would like to sponsor an additional single membership for a person who is unable to pay, 
for an additional $25

Total amount enclosed:  $______________

Please make your check payable to Ollie Webb Center, Inc. Mail this form and your check to:
Ollie Webb Center, Inc.,  1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122, Omaha, NE 68105

Your contribution is tax deductible.

You are doing more than mere giving when you become a member of The Arc of Omaha.  
You are supporting efforts to help individuals with developmental disabilities and their 
families lead lives of greater independence, productivity, integration, inclusion and 
self-determination.  By joining now, your membership will be valid for the calendar year 
2015.  Membership options are outlined below.

The privileges of membership in The Arc of Omaha include:

Use of the Ollie Webb Center, Inc. pass to the Henry Doorly Zoo, discounts to many activities 
and events for individuals of all ages sponsored by The Arc of Omaha, support from The Arc 
of Nebraska and The Arc of the United States, including representation at local, state and 
national policy forums and publications sharing important information on a variety of 
topics, and the satisfaction of supporting a local agency that informs the public of the 
needs, rights and abilities of individuals with developmental disabilities.

2015 Arc of Omaha Membership Drive!
Honey Dijon Garlic 

Chicken

Serves 2-3

Ingredients:
• 1 lb. Chicken thighs – deboned and 

skin left on
•  Pinch of salt and pepper
•  2 tsp olive oil
•  4 cloves minced garlic
•  3 Tbl honey
•  3 tsp Dijon mustard
•  ¼ cup water

Instructions:
Debone chicken thighs but keep the 
skin on.  Season with salt and pepper.  
Heat up skillet on medium heat.  Add 1 
teaspoon olive oil.  Pan-fry chicken on 
both sides until cooked.  Discard the 
fatty oil from the chicken skin but save 
the juice from the chicken.  Set aside.

With remaining sauce add 1 teaspoon 
olive oil.  Stir fry the garlic until slightly 
browned.  Add honey, Dijon, water and 
salt.  Stir to combine well.  Transfer 
sauce into skillet and heat up to ensure 
that chicken is completely covered 
with the Honey Dijon sauce.  Remove 
from heat and serve immediately.  

The Buzz on Honeybees - Part 2

It is the beekeeper’s responsibility to 
remove the honey as it becomes ready 
during the summer months, and to 
add additional boxes that contain 
combs if the bees need more room to 
produce.  It’s important for honey 
production that the bees have enough 
space within their hives, in order for 
them to function at an optimum level.  
Therefore, as the honey production 
accelerates, the beekeeper must be 
aware of when to provide them with 
more space.
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PARENT TO PARENT
For Children, Teens & Young Adults with Special Needs and their Families

by Denise Gehringer, Program Coordinator

dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org

Parent to Parent
Omaha

Free Event for Children, Teens & Young Adults with Special Needs and their Families

Join Ollie Webb Center, Inc. and the Missouri River Valley Paddlers for some fun at 
Platte River State Park. On this afternoon, those with developmental disabilities of 
any age and their immediate family members will be given an opportunity to 
participate in kayaking, and canoeing.

Cost is free for the event, but there will be a $5 fee per vehicle to enter the park.

You are welcome to bring your own picnic lunch if you wish as we are not 
providing lunch for this activity.  Adult supervision is also required so you may not 
send your child, teen or adult alone to this event. Once you are registered you will 
receive additional information to your e-mail address. Don’t forget to BRING 
SUNSCREEN!

Each participant will receive a certificate of completion and an honorary 

membership to the MRVP.

Reservations for this event are required. A limited number of spots are available, 
so make your reservation ASAP!

To register go to: 
http://owci-day-on-the-water.eventbrite.com

Day on the Water

Sunday, August 16, 2015, 12:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

with Ollie Webb Center, Inc., and the Missouri River Valley Paddlers

Platte River State Park
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SIBSHOPS
(Ages 6 -13)

by Amanda Clark, Program Coordinator

aclark@olliewebbinc.org

SIBSHOPSSIBSHOPSSIBSHOPS
A SPECIAL & UNIQUE PROGRAM JUST FOR BROTHERS

& SISTERS WHO HAVE A SIBLING WITH SPECIAL NEEDS.

Sibshops is an award-winning, nationally affiliated program for the brothers and 
sisters of individuals with developmental disabilities.

Sibshops are lively celebrations which convey a sense of joy, wonder, and play!  

The program is uniquely designed to provide high-energy activities for the siblings 
of children with developmental disabilities.  Sibshops is a place where siblings may 
obtain peer support and education within a recreational context; while having fun, 
sibs connect with each other about similar experiences.  Lunch is served.

Cost:
If you are an Ollie Webb 

Center, Inc. Member the cost is:  
9-13 year olds - 8 sessions $100

6-8 year olds - 4 sessions $50

Non-Members cost:

9-13 year olds - 8 sessions $125

6-8 year olds - 4 sessions $60
Individual sessions may be purchased at $12.50 

each for members and $15 each for 
non-members.

Contributions to the Sibshops Scholarship 
fund are welcomed and will help a sibling 

who cannot afford to attend the 
opportunity to participate in 

Sibshops.

When:  
Sibshops are held the 

2nd Saturday of the month.

9-13 year old Sibs will meet on 
September 12, October 10, 

November 14, December 12

January 9, February 13

March 12 and April 9 

from 

9:00 a.m. to Noon.

Locations to be 

announced. 
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This program is funded in part by a grant from the United Way of the Midlands.
Please contact aclark@olliewebbinc.org to find out more about the program.

When:  
Sibshops are held the 

2nd Saturday of the month.  

6-8 year old Sibs will meet on 
October 10, December 11

February 13, April 19 

from 

11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Locations to be announced. 
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FAMILY SERVICES
(Tweens  with Special Needs - ages 10 - 13 years old)
by Denise Gehringer, Program Coordinator

dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org
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J o i n  t h e  P a r t y !

Zumba-like Dance Party will help tweens develop a healthy 

lifestyle and incorporate fitness as a natural part of their 

week by making fitness fun.

Thursday, August 13, 2015

6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Foodie Fix is a fun way to learn and reinforce 

basic skills in the kitchen, while spending time with friends.  

We cook, then eat together!

Cost: • Dance Party 2 Nights: $5/Arc member & $10/non-member

• Foodie Fix : $15/Arc member, $20/non-member

• Snack & Chat: $5/Arc member & $10/non-member

Please note: Class size is limited to 10 people.

Registration info will be sent upon confirmation of space availability. 

Contact dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org to inquire if space is available.

Thursday, August 27, 2015

6:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Snack & Chat follows a Social Skills curriculum that offers the 

Tweens a practical way to develop social skills used for a 

lifetime!  We’ll also have a healthy snack!

C o o k i n g  F u n !

F u n  P r a c t i c i n g  S o c i a l  S k i l l s !

F u n  w i t h  F r i e n d s !

Thursday, August 6 & 20, 2015

6:30 - 7:30 p.m.



The PRISM Project is sponsored by the Arc of Omaha at Ollie Webb Center, Inc., with assistance from the   

United Way of the Midlands  and the Nebraska Department of Education.

PARENT RESOURCE INFORMATION
& SUPPORT MEETINGS

by Denise Gehringer, Program Coordinator

dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org
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Date: Thursday, September 10, 2015

Dinner: 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Location: UNO Barbara Weitz Community Engagement Center  - 6001 Dodge St.
Reserved Parking Available for the first 40 RSVPs.

Reservations required.  RSVP at:  http://prism-challenging-behaviors.eventbrite.com

Space is limited. RSVP by September 5! RSVP early to reserve your spot! 
Interpretation services available by request. Requests MUST be received by August 27th.

Workshop Presenter: Joanie Garro, MA, BCBA

Joanie Garro is a Board Certified Behavior Analyst and Certified Special Education Teacher.  
She is the owner and Executive Director of Garro Behavior Consulting (GBC), serving 
individuals with Autism and other developmental disabilities in their home, school or 
community settings in the Greater Houston, Austin, and San Antonio areas.  She is the 
founder of FILM CLUB (C) 2007-2012, an inclusive social skills group.  With a span of over 
25 years, her roles included:  special education teacher in a school district, early 
intervention specialist with Texas ECI, a rehabilitation specialist working with adults with 
head injuries, a Behavior Consultant/Coach to Texas ECI programs, preschools, public 
schools, medicaid waiver programs, families and corporations.  Because of her passion to 
educate people on various topics, she has been an invited speaker at many local, state and 
national conferences.  She has co-published research on intensive teacher training and on 
the social interaction between students with and without disabilities.  As a sibling of two 
brothers, one with Autism and one with Down Syndrome, she stays involved with local 
non-profit groups serving families who have children with Down Syndrome or Autism and sharing her passion for 
educating and advocating for individuals with different abilities.

Join us! PRISM attendees will get to see how behavior analysis works through 
case studies (video) and take away valuable information to implement positive 

behavior practices and solutions.

Once you investigate and determine the true function or “why” behind the behavior, replacing 
undesired behavior with desired behavior becomes achievable.

This information will be useful for all age groups.

Challenging Behaviors (Part2) with a Focus on 

Case Studies & Solutions



NEXT CHAPTER BOOK CLUB
by Denise Gehringer, Program Director

dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org
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Friendship & literacy in a community setting!

12 Clubs Meeting in the Omaha Metro Area!

 

• New club forming in 

August on Thursday 

nights in Papillion!

• Send an email ASAP to 

get involved with a 

group!

• 7 spots are currently 

available:

• Open spots in existing 

clubs:

 2 - Monday Papillion

 1 - Wednesday Oakview

 1 - Thursday Oakview

 1 - Wednesday 78th &

           Dodge  

13 Clubs Meeting in the Omaha Metro Area!

Next Chapter Book Club
Next Chapter Book Club

We have open spots!   Now is the time to get in on the action!We have open spots!   Now is the time to get in on the action!

What A Novel Idea!

Get involved today!
What is the Next Chapter Book Club?
• Adults with developmental disabilities enjoying friendship and 
 literacy in a community setting.

How does it work?
• Members meet weekly for one hour at local bookstores, coffee shops and cafes to 

read and discuss a book of their choosing.

Who can participate?
• Anyone can participate, no matter their reading or ability level.

Who leads the book clubs?
• Two trained volunteers facilitate each group.  They include 
 students, parents, retirees, people with disabilities, and 
 various community members.

Why join the Next Chapter Book Club?
• NCBC members improve literacy skills, make friends, take 
 part in the community, and have a lot of fun doing it!

• There is a one-time $30 registration fee for this program.  Books are loaned to club 
members from the Next Chapter Book Club Lending Library.

If you would like to become a member or volunteer facilitator, contact Ollie Webb 

Center, Inc. today!

United Way of the Midlands

Funding provided by:



ULTIMATE LIFE PROGRAM
(Ages 18 and Older)

by Denise Gehringer, Program Coordinator

dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org

Ultimate
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Ultimate Life Friends kicking back and enjoying a game of footgolf!Ultimate Life Friends kicking back and enjoying a game of footgolf!

The Ultimate Life Program is the 

place to be for fun and friends!

The Ultimate Life Program is a fee-based recreation 
program for adults with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities 18 years and older. 
This program offers opportunities for adults to 
participate in small, planned group activities or 

one-on-one outings of their choice in the 
community. Trained companions accompany 

participants. 

Transportation to and from the activities is part 
of the program.

APPLY NOW!  Registration fee $30.  For an 

application, contact: 

dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org



THE ART OF IMAGINATION
by Jim Hoggatt, Artistic Director

jhoggatt@olliewebbinc.org
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PROJECT II SELF-ADVOCACY
by Aimee Addison

Aaddison@olliewebbinc.org

Project II…is the local self-advocacy group in Omaha.  Adult members come together monthly to learn and teach skills associated 
with self-advocacy—decision making, problem solving, speaking up, etc.  We would like to have you participate with us by joining 
our group at a regular meeting or a special event.  RSVP’s are required for all meetings and events, by e-mailing Aimee Addison 
[Advisor for Project II] at Aaddison@olliewebbinc.org.  Dates and times are subject to change without notice.

August 14:  Summer Dance 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.  at PVA, 7612 Maple Street.  Cost is $10. Refreshments and snacks will be provided.  
RSVP to Aimee Addison by August 10.

September 18: Meeting

October 16 -18 (3 day trip) People First of Nebraska Convention in Kearney.  Contact Aimee Addison for more information.

November 20: Meeting

Introduction to Broadcasting

This summer The Art of Imagination offered its first Introduction to Broadcasting 
course. Students worked with Artistic Director, Jim Hoggatt to produce a podcast 
called Ollie Webb Radio, which is a monthly radio magazine featuring the 
students and staff of Ollie Webb Center, Inc.  The podcast is made up of short 
vignettes regarding activities and subjects in which the students are interested. 
There is also an interview segment featuring local artists that are currently 
working with Ollie Webb students.  Students and Hoggatt write each episode as 
a group, record each show over a few class periods, and edit the recordings into 
the monthly podcast.  

Students in the Introduction to Broadcasting program also create videos to be 
posted on YouTube and the website Vine.  Videos on Vine can only run six seconds 
long, so students brainstorm short and fun ideas to post.  The Ollie Webb Radio 
podcast can be heard at https://archive.org/details/Podcast1_20150623 and the 
videos will be online soon.  A link to watch the videos will be listed in next 
month’s Gazette.     



JUST FRIENDS NEWS
(Ages 13 -18)

by Amanda Clark, Program Coordinator

aclark@olliewebbinc.org
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Being able to cook is such an important life skill, join us for a fun filled evening of 
socialization while practicing our skills of cutting, spreading, measuring, and many other 

cooking skills!  Meal is provided! 

Location: OWCI
Cost: $15 for Arc members • $20 for non-Arc members

RSVP to Amanda Clark at aclark@olliewebbinc.org 

Teen Food and Friends

Date: August 3, 2015 (RSVP by July 30)

Time: 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Adult Services Large Group Events  co-sponsored by the City 
of Omaha Parks and Recreation - Therapeutic Recreation

Saturday, August 1, 2015

12:30 - 3:00 p.m. 
OWCI

Cost: $15/Arc member • $20/non-member
RSVP to: aclark@olliewebbinc.org by July 27.

Spend the afternoon 
socializing, eating 

lunch and watching 
the latest Spongebob 

Movie (other movie 
suggestions are 

welcome).

Teen Lunch and Film Club

Friday, September 11, 2015  

7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

Common Ground Recreation Center

1701 Veterans Drive • Elkhorn, NE

Cost: $10/Arc member • $15/non-members • $0/staff, parents
RSVP to Amanda by September 6.

Fall Formal for Teens and Adults

A Creighton volunteer watches on 

while Ben Clark, 

Taylor Thompson and Grant Switzer 

make peanut butter balls in the July 

Teen Food and Friends.

Join us for socializing, 
dancing and light refreshments 

in your dressy attire.



JUST FRIENDS NEWS
(Ages 13 -18)

by Amanda Clark, Program Coordinator

aclark@olliewebbinc.org
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RESERVATION FORM – Just Friends
 
Name:_____________________________________________________ Phone #: (_____)_______________

Address:___________________________________________________ Zip: _________________________
 
Date of Birth:______________________ 
 
Emergency Contact ________________________                  Emergency Phone : _______________________ 

PLEASE CIRCLE THE EVENT(S) THAT CORRESPONDS WITH PAYMENT

August Teen Lunch and Film Club ........................................................... $15 Arc member/ $20 non-member
(August 1)

August Teen Food & Friends ....................................................................... $15 Arc member/ $20 non-member
(August 3)

September Circles I ......................................................................................... $60 Arc member/ $80 non-member
(September 9, 16, 23, 30)

Fall Formal at Common Ground Recreation Center ........................ $10 Arc member/ $15 non-member
(September 11)

Total Enclosed: $____________  Please make checks payable to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc.

Return to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc., Just Friends, 1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122, Omaha, NE 68105

Circles is a well-regarded program which uses circles of different colors to teach people 
with disabilities about appropriate behavior  based on the type of relationship they 
have with family, friends, and others.

Online Curriculum for this program can cost $300 to $1,200 and it won’t be personalized or 
have the value of peer discussions on topics such as: who you can touch and how; who you 

can trust and why; and who you can talk to and what you can say.

Fall Circles 1 Class Series Dates:  September 9, 16, 23, 30

• Each class will be held from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. at Ollie Webb Center, Inc.

• Teens and adults are invited to participate.  Please call Amanda to be sure there is room before sending in your RSVP.  
RSVP to Amanda Clark by September 2, 2015.

• Cost: $60 for Arc members and $80 for nonmembers.

Circles 

For Adult Services and Just Friends Participants

Social Skills Classes for Teens and Adults at 

Ollie Webb Center, Inc.

The Just Friends Mentoring Program is accepting new applicants – now! 

Please inquire with Amanda Clark, if you’d like your teen son or daughter to be matched with a peer mentor. 

aclark@olliewebbinc.org or call Amanda Clark at 402-346-5220 ext. 31



ADULT SERVICES 
(Ages 19 and Older)
by Amanda Clark

aclark@olliewebbinc.org
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Lunch and Film Club is an 
afternoon of socializing over 

lunch and watching 
the latest 

blockbuster DVD 
on the large projector 

screen at the Ollie Webb 
Center.   (Film and lunch 

suggestions are always 
welcome.)

12:30-3:00 p.m. at OWCI

Cost:  $15/Arc member - $20/non member
Please note:  

Class size is limited to 12 people.

Before sending in your check/registration, contact 
Amanda at 402.346.5220 ext. 31 or 

aclark@olliewebbinc.org to see if space is available.

 September 26: Send RSVP form to 
Amanda by September 23.

Lunch and Film Club

Adult Food and Friends is a fun way to 
reinforce basic skills in the kitchen, while 
spending time with new and old friends.  
We cook then eat together!

5:30-7:30 p.m. at OWCI
Cost:  $15/Arc member - $20/non member

Please note:  

Class size is limited to 7 people.

Before sending in your check/registration, 
contact Amanda at 402.346.5220 ext. 31 or 
aclark@olliewebbinc.org to see if space is 
still available.

September 1: Send RSVP form to 
Amanda by August 26.

Adult Food and Friends
Fitness and Friends is an afternoon of 

socializing, stretching, dancing and light 
strength training at the Ollie Webb Center. We 
will also talk about nutrition and enjoy a light 

snack together.

1:00 - 3:00 p.m. at OWCI

Cost: $5/Arc member • $10/non-member

Please note:  

Class size is limited to 12 people.

Before sending in your check/registration, 
contact Amanda at 402.346.5220 ext. 31 
or aclark@olliewebbinc.org to see if space 
is still available.

Fitness and Friends

Look for the dates for matching and other 
events  in the September newsletter.

August 8: Send RSVP form to Amanda by August 4.

September 5: Send RSVP form to Amanda by September 1.

Best Buddies

Adult Services Large Group Events  co-sponsored by the 
City of Omaha Parks and 

Recreation - Therapeutic Recreation

Friday, September 11, 2015  

7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

Common Ground Recreation Center

1701 Veterans Drive • Elkhorn, NE

Cost: $10/Arc member • $15/non-members • $0/staff, parents
RSVP to Amanda by September 6.

Fall Formal for Teens and Adults

Join us for 
socializing, dancing 

and light 
refreshments in 

your dressy attire.



ADULT SERVICES 
(Ages 19 and Older)
by Amanda Clark

aclark@olliewebbinc.org
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Fitness Club (August 8) (September 5) ....................................................... $  5 Arc member/ $10 non-member

Adult Food & Friends (September 1) ......................................................... $15 Arc member/ $20 non-member

September Circles I ........................................................................................... $60 Arc member/ $80 non-member
(September 9, 16, 23, 30)

Fall Formal at Common Ground Recreation Center ........................ $10 Arc member/ $15 non-member
(September 11)

Adult Lunch and Film Club (September 26) ............................................ $15 Arc member/ $20 non-member

Total Enclosed: $____________  Please make checks payable to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc.

Return to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc., Adult Services, 1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122, Omaha, NE 68105

RESERVATION FORM – Adult Services
Name:_____________________________________________________ Phone #: (_____)________________

Address:____________________________________________________   Zip: __________________________
 
Date of Birth:______________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact ________________________       Emergency Phone :  _____________________________

Will Staff be accompanying to event?  (Indicate which event) _______________________________________ 

PLEASE CIRCLE THE EVENT(S) THAT CORRESPONDS WITH PAYMENT

Fall Circles I Class Series 

September 9, 16, 23, 30

Please see class description and 
information on the 

Just Friends’ page 11. 
Sign up below. 

Circles 

The Ability Experience (formerly PUSH), City of Omaha and Ollie Webb Center enjoyed a 
July Luau at Mockingbird. Thanks to everyone who attended! Ability Experience team 
members are pictured along with Logan Schneider and Amanda Brom.

Jonathan McBrideAdam Johnson and Brad Teply

For Adult Services and Just 
Friends Participants



IN THE SPOTLIGHT!
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The Ballard Family
Jeff and Cathy Ballard…where have you heard those names before? Maybe you’re an educator, who has heard 
mention of the great things they’ve done in schools. Maybe you’re an artist or art-appreciator who has seen 
their careers sky-rocket. Or, maybe you know them from their involvement in Ollie Webb Center, Inc. services 
as Pilot Parents and their son, Jason’s involvement in CSI’s independent-living services, Art of the Imagination 
and Arc’s Adult Services. 

Currently, Jason is thriving in his work and social life. He enjoys going to concerts, movies and hanging out 
with friends. He lives with roommates but still really enjoys spending time back at home with mom and dad. 
Jeff and Cathy love having him come home. They also enjoy time with their younger son, Joel, his wife and 
son. Jason loves being a first-time uncle! Love for being with family and creativity run in the Ballard’s 
bloodline.

Cathy has donated her hand painted works of art (by Paint’d Shabby) to Ollie’s Dream Gala and Jeff has also 
donated artwork to the gala. They both have Etsy shops: www.etsy.com/shop/PaintdShabby and 
www.etsy.com/shop/BLENDEDimages.  Jeff is excited to have one of his pieces featured as promo-art in “CBS 
Sunday Morning” broadcasts. The couple is also planning their take on a “corky canvas” night for 21 and over 
participants at Ollie Webb Center, Inc. Look in your September newsletter for more details!

Jeff, Jason and Cathy Ballard
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LEAGUES
Please circle choice.

Monday Night Leagues
at Great Plains PVA
7612 Maple Street  

September 14, 21, 28,
October 5, 19, 26 

 6:00-6:30 Children 
(age 5-11) 

 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Adult Leisure 

 7:30-8:30 p.m. 
Adult Compe ve 

Thursday Night Leagues
at Bell Ryan Elementary
1807 South 60th St. 

September 17, 24,
October 1, 8, 15, 29

 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Teen (13-18) Leisure
7:30-8:30 p.m.
Teen (13-18)
Compe ve



  

$35 Arc member/$45 non Arc member
Send completed registra on form and check made out to:

OWCI, 1941 South 42nd Street, #122, Omaha, NE  68105. 
Write “Basketball” in memo on check. Scholarships are available.  

Please circle team and me slot in which your athlete will par cipate.
If you have ques ons, please contact Denise Gehringer dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org

Stars Basketball Registration
Name_________________________________________________________________________________

DOB_________________________  Age_________

 Address_______________________________________________________________________________

City___________________________________________  State__________________ Zip______________

Day Phone________________________________   Evening Phone________________________________

Parents E-mail Address____________________________________________________________________

Emergency Contact______________________________________      Phone ________________________

Restric ons to physical ac vity ____________________________________________________________

Medical Diagnosis _______________________________________________________________________ 

Name of hospitaliza on plan_______________________________________________________________

Signature __________________________________________________________ Date ________________

STARS Basketball T-Shirt! Only $12 each

Ollie Webb Center, Inc. 
A Basketball League for Individuals with Developmental Disabili es – Fall 2015 

Please include the T-Shirt payment in with the registra on fee made out to OWCI.  Write “Basketball in memo on check.

I/We_____________________________________________, the parents/guardians of the above named 
candidate for par cipa on in Stars Basketball, hereby give my/our approval for my/our child to par ci-
pate in any and all Star Basketball ac vi es. I/We agree to return any equipment issued to my/our child 
in as good condi on as when I/we received it except for normal wear and tear. I/We give permission for 
the free use of my/our child’s name and or photo in any newspaper, broadcast, or telecast of the Stars 
Basketball program and for use in promo onal brochures of The Arc of Omaha at Ollie Webb Center, Inc. 
I/We acknowledge that it is recommended to consult with my/our child's physician prior to beginning a 
new fitness or exercise program. I/We hereby release and hold harmless the Great Plains Chapter 
Paralyzed Veterans of America, Inc., OPS Schools and The Arc of Omaha at the Ollie Webb Center, their 
officers, directors, employees, volunteers, and affiliates from all liability and damages for personal injury 
and property damage which I/we may or my/our guests and par cipants may suffer by par cipa ng in 
Stars Basketball. In case of medical emergency I/we give my/our permission for The Arc of Omaha at Ollie 
Webb Center, Inc. to arrange for transporta on for my/our child to the nearest medical facility to receive 
treatment. We request that one parent/guardian be in a endance during the program.



The Arc of Omaha & Career Solutions, Inc.
1941 South 42nd Street
Suite 122
Omaha, NE 68105-2942

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Serving the Programs of Career Solutions, Inc.
402.342.4418

  Ext.
Annie Anderson Education Coordinator  23
Dave Brown Independent Living Coordinator  20
Lydia Clark Independent Living Manager 24
Kim Hall Employment Services Manager 28
Jim Hoggatt Artistic Director 30
Dena Launderville Education Coordinator 15
Theresa Lehmer Program Specialist 10
Mike Loftus Education Coordinator 13
Cherie McCreary Intake & QA Specialist 19

Serving the Programs of The Arc of Omaha
402.346.5220

  Ext.
Judy Bednarz Program Specialist (Stars Basketball)
Amanda Clark Program Coordinator  31
 (Adult Services, Best Buddies,
 Just Friends, Sibshops) 
Denise Gehringer Program Coordinator 33 
 (Book Club, Family Services, PRISM, 
 Ultimate Life, Stars Basketball & 
 The Tween Scene)
Jen Rauch Program Specialist (Best Buddies)
Amiee Addison Program Assistant
Colleen Swanson Program Assistant

Administrative Office Staff
402.346.5220

  Ext.
Laurie Ackermann Executive Director 17
Lisa Dougherty Human Resource Manager 22
Mavis Hall Accounting Associate 21
Jenny Koley Receptionist 27
Cathy Smith Controller 26
Kerree Taylor Administrative Assistant 10

If you have received this newsletter via e-mail in error and/or wish to unsubscribe and no longer receive this newsletter, please send an e-mail to info@olliewebbinc.org with “unsubscribe” 
in the subject line. You may also contact us to unsubscribe by sending a letter to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc. • 1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122 • Omaha, NE 68105

For more information about Ollie Webb Center, 
Inc. activities and programs, you can pull up 
our website on your smart phone QR app!

It’s Free!STAFF DIRECTORY


