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Guest Speaker – Dr. Kelly Nye-Lengerman
State Senators will be present to meet with and share personal stories along
with your hopes for people with developmental disabilities and their families. We wish to express our appreciation to the Senators for their past and
continuing support.
Please call your Senator and encourage him/her to attend. You may call The
Arc of Nebraska for the name and phone number of your Senator. The Arc of
Nebraska’s website also has a Legislative link where you may find your
Senator’s contact information.
402.475.4407

Mission Statement
To enrich the lives of individuals with
developmental disabilities and their
families through support, programs
and advocacy.
The Arc of Omaha is a member
agency of the United Way of the
Midlands and a Chapter of The Arc
of Nebraska and the U.S.

•

info@arc-nebraska.org

•

www.arc-nebraska.org

Have you sent in
your 2016
Arc of Omaha
membership form?
See page 2.
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OLLIE'S BULLETIN BOARD

2016 Arc of Omaha Membership Drive!

In The Moment
“We do not remember days,
we remember moments.”
~Cesare Pavese
Often times in the field of
human services our days get
bogged down with
paperwork, deadlines,
regulations, and stress. Yet,
we somehow always find a
way to look past the days and
remember the moments that
define exactly why we do
what we do.
This column is dedicated to
highlighting those moments
that serve as a bright light of
happiness and gratification in
serving others. We are often
told it takes a special person
to do what we do, however
our lives are forever touched
by the special people we
serve day in and day out.
Please share any “In the
Moment” moments that you
find outshine the “bad” days.

“Time and money spent in helping
people to do more for themselves is far
better than mere giving.” ~ Henry Ford

You are doing more than mere giving when you become a member of The Arc of Omaha.
You are supporting efforts to help individuals with developmental disabilities and their
families lead lives of greater independence, productivity, integration, inclusion and
self-determination. By joining now, your membership will be valid for the calendar year
2016. Membership options are outlined below.
The privileges of membership in The Arc of Omaha include:
Use of the Ollie Webb Center, Inc. pass to the Henry Doorly Zoo, discounts to many activities
and events for individuals of all ages sponsored by The Arc of Omaha, support from The Arc
of Nebraska and The Arc of the United States, including representation at local, state and
national policy forums and publications sharing important information on a variety of
topics, and the satisfaction of supporting a local agency that informs the public of the
needs, rights and abilities of individuals with developmental disabilities.

The Arc of Omaha 2016 Membership Form
Your membership will be valid from January 1 through December 31, 2016
Thank you for your past support! Please consider once again being a part of our team!
Name (s) _________________________________________________________________________
(As you wish it to appear when we publicly recognize our members.)

Address _________________________________________________________________________
City/State____________________________________________________ Zip _________________
Phone _________________________ E-mail **__________________________________________
**May we send our monthly newsletter to your e-mail address: ____Yes

Send your moments to
Lydia Clark at
lclark@olliewebbinc.org.
~Column by Lydia Clark

____No

Each Single Membership is entitled to one (1) vote. Each family membership is entitled to two (2) votes.
Please circle:

❒

Single $25

Family $40

Contributing $75

Sustaining $100

Corporate $150

I would like to sponsor an additional single membership for a person who is unable to pay,
for an additional $25
Total amount enclosed: $______________
Please make your check payable to Ollie Webb Center, Inc. Mail this form and your check to:
Ollie Webb Center, Inc., 1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122, Omaha, NE 68105
Your contribution is tax deductible.
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We want to celebrate
Mentoring Month!
January 29, 2016
5:00 - 6:00 p.m.
at Sam and Louie’s Pizzeria
7641 Cass Street
All Mentors, Mentees and those who
have been waiting for a Mentor in the
Just Friends Program are invited to
come and a bring a friend who might be
interested in our program, too. It’s the
“Thank you, Friends” event, which is
sponsored by a grant from Midlands
Mentoring Partnership-“Mentor Omaha
Now.” Enjoy pizza with friends and learn
more about mentoring, being mentored
and increasing awareness about our
great mentoring program. Please RSVP
to Amanda Clark by January 19, 2016.
There is no cost but an RSVP is required.
Email: aclark@olliewebbcenterinc.org or
call 402.346.5220 ext. 31. Parents or
caregivers may only stay if one-on-one
assistance is necessary. Please visit our
website: www.olliewebbinc.org for more
information or mentoromahanow.org

10 THINGS TO DO IN JANUARY
1. Become a mentor in your community.
2. Learn more about mentoring.
3. Partner with a mentoring organization.

4. Join “I Am a Mentor” Day on
January 10.
5. Think about the mentors in your
life, post a tribute to them online,
then tweet about them using the
#NationalMentoringMonth
hashtag.
6. Read the latest research and find
resources on mentoring.
7. Serve your community on MLK
Day of Service, January 18, by
deciding to become a mentor.
8. Make a donation to a mentoring
organization in your community.
9. Go to YouTube on Thank Your
Mentor Day™ (January 14) and
make the National Mentoring
Month videos the most popular of
the day.
10. Explore ways to help children
succeed academically through
mentoring.

Thank You!
Thank you to all of our mentors, mentees, volunteers, and partnering organizations such as Midlands Mentoring
Partnership, who have given us a lot to
feel grateful for this year!
In case you haven’t heard of our Just
Friends Mentoring Program: The
program for our Just Friends participants has 3 components: These are

young men and ladies who have developmental disabilities and are between
the ages of 13—18.
1. Peer mentoring relationships with
a peer who does not have a
developmental disability
2. Small and large group social
events
3. Social skills or life skills based
educational classes
And we are always looking for candidates for Teen Mentors (13-18):
The Just Friends Program is a peer mentoring and friendship program that
matches teens with developmental
disabilities (e.g., Down Syndrome, Learning Disabilities, Autism, etc.) to teens
without disabilities. Due to the negative
stereotypes that individuals with developmental disabilities experience, Just
Friends was created to bring social,
recreational, and friendship opportunities to these teenagers. The opportunity
to interact with teens without disabilities
in “typical” teenage activities is few and
far between for many individuals with
developmental disabilities who join Just
Friends.
To learn more, please contact the “Just
Friends” coordinator: Amanda Clark at
aclark@olliewebbinc.org or 402.346.5220
ext. 31 or and check out our blog:
https://peer2peermentoring.wordpress.com.
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PARENT TO PARENT
For Children, Teens & Young Adults with Special Needs and their Families

Parent to Parent

Omaha

by Denise Gehringer, Program Coordinator
dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org

Natural Supports & Community Connections
~from the Arc of Indiana
In addition to applying for government funded services,
including applying for Medicaid Waivers, it is also
important to explore what is available in your
community that may provide help and supports – what
are often called “natural supports.”
So what are natural supports? Natural supports are the
relationships that occur in everyday life. Natural supports
usually involve family members, friends, co-workers,
neighbors and acquaintances. Individuals with
intellectual and developmental disabilities often need help in developing these connections, but once they do these
“natural systems of support” become an important part of their life in the community.
For example, being involved in a YMCA swimming program, community center arts class, or worship services may lead
to friendships and connections that last far beyond the actual event. Overtime, these connections can help an individual
build a strong community network and support system.
Some ways to build natural supports include:
• Participate in community activities and projects – Help out on a “Clean City Day” collecting recyclables. Join in “A Day
of Caring” where groups help out in projects throughout the town or city.
• Join groups and clubs – Check out groups for people with disabilities such as Special Olympics and Best Buddies, as
well as groups and clubs open to people of all abilities in your community. If you are in school, get involved in
extracurricular clubs and youth groups like boy scouts or girl scouts, or sign up for summer camps.
• Socialize with family and neighbors.
• Explore work opportunities – Think about what you like to do. Visit work sites where people do things that interest
you. Find out if you can work as an intern or volunteer to see if you like that kind of work.
• Attend church and faith based activities outside of traditional worship services.
• Volunteer – Love animals? Volunteer at the Humane Society. Like to help others?
Volunteer at a food pantry. Like sports? Volunteer at a Boys & Girls Club.
How can you help others strengthen their natural supports?
• Listen carefully and help individuals discover and express their interests and talents.
• Learn more about activities individuals are already involved in and explore ways
connections can be strengthened.
• Make a list of community resources that fit the individual’s interests.
• Help individuals explore their communities to find activities and resources that fit
their interests.
• Encourage and help individuals attend social or community activities.
Ask others for ideas and help.
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SIBSHOPS
(Ages 6 -13)

by Amanda Clark, Program Coordinator
aclark@olliewebbinc.org

SIBSHOPS
A SPECIAL & UNIQUE PROGRAM JUST FOR BROTHERS
& SISTERS WHO HAVE A SIBLING WITH SPECIAL NEEDS.

Sibshops is an award-winning, nationally affiliated program for the brothers and
sisters of individuals with developmental disabilities.
Sibshops are lively celebrations which convey a sense of joy, wonder, and play!
The program is uniquely designed to provide high-energy activities for the siblings
of children with developmental disabilities. Sibshops is a place where siblings may
obtain peer support and education within a recreational context; while having fun,
sibs connect with each other about similar experiences. Lunch is served.

Cost:
If you are an Ollie Webb
Center, Inc. Member the cost is:

9-13 year-olds - 8 sessions $100
6-8 year-olds - 4 sessions $50
Non-Members cost:
9-13 year-olds - 8 sessions $125
6-8 year-olds - 4 sessions $60

January - 9 to 13 year-olds
“Ringing in the New Year!”
St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church
510 North 93rd Street

New Year’s theme/Winter Olympics theme
Olympic games: paper skiing, table ice hockey, balloon
hockey, curling (blow bottle caps across table)

Individual sessions may be purchased at $12.50
each for members and $15 each for
non-members.
Contributions to the Sibshops Scholarship
fund are welcomed and will help a sibling
who cannot afford to attend the
opportunity to participate in
Sibshops.

9-13 year-olds:
meet on the
2nd Saturday of the month.

9-13 year old Sibs will meet on

6-8 year-olds
meet on the
2nd Saturday of the month.

January 9, February 13
March 12 and April 9
from
9:00 a.m. to Noon.

6-8 year old Sibs will meet on
February 13, April 9
from
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church
510 North 93rd Street

St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church
510 North 93rd Street

RSVP’s should be received no later than the Monday before the event.
This program is funded
un ed in part by a gra
grant from the Uni
United
it d Wa
Wayy of the
eM
Midlands.
dlan s.
Please contact aclark@olliewebbinc.org
more about
llie
c o to find
d outt mo
ut tthe program.
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FAMILY SERVICES
(Tweens with Special Needs - ages 10 - 13 years old)

by Denise Gehringer, Program Coordinator
dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org

Thursday, January 7 & 21, 2016
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Fun with Friends!

Join the Party!

Zumba-like Dance Party will help tweens develop a healthy
lifestyle and incorporate fitness as a natural part of their
week by making fitness fun.

Thursday, January 14, 2016
6:00 - 7:45 p.m.
Cooking Fun!

Foodie Fix is a fun way to learn and reinforce
basic skills in the kitchen, while spending time with friends.
We cook, then eat together!

Thursday, January 28, 2016
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Fun Practicing Social Skills!

Snack & Chat follows a Social Skills curriculum that offers the
Tweens a practical way to develop social skills used for a
lifetime! We’ll also have a healthy snack!

Cost: • Dance Party 2 Nights: $5/Arc member & $10/non-member
• Foodie Fix : $15/Arc member, $20/non-member
Snack & Chat: $5/Arc member & $10/non-member
Please note: Class size is limited to 10 people.
Registration info will be sent upon confirmation of space availability.
Contact dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org to inquire if space is available.
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PARENT RESOURCE INFORMATION
& SUPPORT MEETINGS
by Denise Gehringer, Program Coordinator
dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org

Smooth & Steady Transitions
This educational event will provide information addressing support and
services after high school and beyond.
If you have a student in Middle School, High School or a Transition Program, this event is for you! The recommended age
to begin the process is age 16. This event will provide information addressing what to plan for, when to start the process
and disability services and supports available after the school years are done.
Since planning for the future of a student with disabilities can arouse fear of the unknown, a parent may tend to delay
addressing these issues, and instead focus only on the present. It is our belief, however, that working through these fears
and thinking about the child's best future interest will ensure a meaningful outcome.
~National Association of Special Education Teachers

The key to a manageable transition is getting informed and planning early!
Each attendee will leave with a checklist to help navigate the transition process and a Self
Determination Workbook to assist individuals with disabilities along their path to adulthood.

Date:
Dinner:
Location:

Thursday, January 21, 2016
6:30-8:30 p.m.
UNO Barbara Weitz Community Engagement Center • 6001 Dodge St.
Reserved Parking Available for the first 40 RSVPs.

Reservations required. RSVP at: http://prism-smoothsteady.eventbrite.com
Interpretation services available by request. Requests MUST be received by January 14, 2016
Space is limited. RSVP early to reserve your spot!

Presenter: Laurie Ackermann, Executive Director of Ollie Webb Center, Inc.
Laurie, a graduate of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, has worked in the field of
developmental disabilities for over 20 years. “We are advocates, we are mentors, we are
neighbors, we are friends, we are fellow co-workers.” Those are all roles Laurie feels are deeply
important ones that Ollie Webb Center, Inc. fulfills for families. Her life journey has been tightly
interwoven with the organization—two of her siblings benefitted from the programs offered
and her parents were among the first “Pilot Parents.” So it seemed destined that an organization
that has meant so much to her family would be where she would land. She has served as the
Executive Director since 2003, when she led the merger of The Arc of Omaha and Career
Solutions, Inc. into what Ollie Webb Center, Inc. is today.
The PRISM Project is sponsored by the Arc of Omaha at Ollie Webb Center, Inc., with assistance from the
United Way of the Midlands and the Nebraska Department of Education.
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NEXT CHAPTER BOOK CLUB
by Denise Gehringer, Program Coordinator
dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org

Next Chapter B
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Open spots on Monday and Thursday nights in Papillion! Send an email ASAP to get involved!

13
12 Clubs Meeting in the Omaha Metro Area!
Friendship & literacy in a community setting!
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ULTIMATE LIFE PROGRAM
(Ages 18 and Older)

Ultimate

by Denise Gehringer, Program Coordinator
dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org

The Ultimate
Life Program is
the place to be
for fun and
friends!
The Ultimate Life
Program is a fee-based
recreation program for
adults with intellectual
and developmental
disabilities 18 years and
older. This program
offers opportunities for
adults to participate in
small, planned group
activities or one-on-one
outings of their choice
in the community.
Trained companions
accompany
participants.
Transportation to and
from the activities is
part of the program.

APPLY NOW!
Registration fee
$30.
For an application,
contact: dgehringer@
olliewebbinc.org

Happy New Year from the Ultimate Life Campanions!
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JUST FRIENDS NEWS
(Ages 13 -18)

by Amanda Clark, Program Coordinator
aclark@olliewebbinc.org
Adult Services Large Group Events cosponsored by the City of
Omaha Parks and Recreation - Therapeutic Recreation

Teen Food and Friends
Time: 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Being able to cook is such an important life
skill, join us for a fun filled evening of
socialization while practicing our skills of
cutting, spreading, measuring, and many
other cooking skills!
Meal is provided!

Guy’s Nights
January 4 (RSVP by 12/30)
February 1 (RSVP by 1/30)
Girl’s Nights
January 18 (RSVP by 1/12)
February 15 (RSVP by 2/12)

Valentine’s Day Dance for All Ages
at Gross High School
Dancing with live Deejay and Refreshments
Sunday, February 7, 2016
1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Gross High School
7700 South 43rd Street,
Bellevue, Nebraska
Cost $10 for participants and
no charge for staff/parents
Send RSVP to Amanda Clark by
February 2 at:
aclark@olliewebbinc.org

Location: OWCI
Cost: $15 for Arc members
$20 for non-members
RSVP to Amanda Clark at
aclark@olliewebbinc.org

Teen Lunch and Film Club

Mini Job Club (16 and up)
One night “rain-check” class
January 12 • 5:30-7:30 p.m. at OWCI
Please email Amanda Clark aclark@olliewebbinc.org for more info.

Spend the afternoon
socializing, eating
lunch and watching a
movie with friends.
(Movie suggestions are
welcome.)

Saturday, January 23 (new date) (RSVP by 1/18)
Saturday, February 20 (RSVP by 2/17)
12:30 - 3:00 p.m.
OWCI
Cost: $15/Arc member • $20/non-member
RSVP to: aclark@olliewebbinc.org

Congratulations to new matches in November:
Ethan Reid and Nidal Sharif
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JUST FRIENDS NEWS
(Ages 13 -18)

by Amanda Clark, Program Coordinator
aclark@olliewebbinc.org
For Adult Services and Just Friends Participants

Spring Circles Classes I & II
Social Skills and Relationship Boundaries Classes

Circles

Wednesdays • 5:45 to 7:30 p.m.
Circles 1: March 2, 9, 16 • Circles II: March 23, 30
at Ollie Webb Center, Inc.
Cost: $15 Arc member/ $20 non-member - per class

Circles is a well-regarded program which uses circles of different colors to teach
people with disabilities about appropriate behavior based on the type of relationship they have with family,
friends, and others.
Circles 1 - A general/practical introduction to Relationships, Intimacy and Boundaries taught for multiple
learners. What are appropriate interactions with family, peers, acquaintances and strangers? Course offered
twice per year.
Circles II - More in-depth conversations than Circles I – plus, the new concept: How/why do people change
circles and meanings in our life? Course offered once per year.

Please email Amanda Clark with questions and to RSVP: aclark@olliewebbinc.org

RESERVATION FORM – Just Friends
Name:_____________________________________________________ Phone #: (_____)_______________
Address:___________________________________________________ Zip: _________________________
Date of Birth:______________________
Emergency Contact ________________________

Emergency Phone : _______________________

PLEASE CIRCLE THE EVENT(S) THAT CORRESPONDS WITH PAYMENT
Guy’s Night Food & Friends (January 4) (February 1) ....................... $15 Arc member/ $20 non-member
Mini Job Club (January 12)............................................................................ $15 Arc member/ $20 non-member
Girl’s Night Food & Friends (January 18) (February 15) .................... $15 Arc member/ $20 non-member
Valentine’s Day Dance (February 7) .......................................................... $10
Teen Lunch and Film Club ........................................................................ $15 Arc member/ $20 non-member
(January 23 - changed from the 16th) (February 20)
Circles I and/or II (March 2, 9, 16) (March 23, 30) .................................. $15 Arc member/ $20 non-member - per class
Total Enclosed: $____________ Please make checks payable to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc.
Return to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc., Just Friends, 1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122, Omaha, NE 68105
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ADULT SERVICES
(Ages 19 and Older)

by Amanda Clark, Program Coordinator
aclark@olliewebbinc.org

Adult Food and Friends
Adult Food and Friends is a fun way to reinforce basic skills in the kitchen, while spending
time with new and old friends. We cook then eat together!

5:30-7:30 p.m. at OWCI
Cost: $15/Arc member - $20/non member
Please note:
Class size is limited to 7 people.
Before sending in your check/registration, contact Amanda at 402.346.5220 ext. 31 or
aclark@olliewebbinc.org to see if space is still available.
January 5: Please RSVP no later than December 31. (19-30 years old ONLY)
January 19: Please RSVP no later than January 14. (30 years and older ONLY)
February 2: Please RSVP no later than January 29. (19-30 years old ONLY)
February 16: Please RSVP no later than February 12. (30 years and older ONLY)

Lunch and Film Club
Lunch and Film Club is an

afternoon of socializing over
lunch and watching
the latest
blockbuster DVD
on the large projector
screen at the Ollie Webb
Center. (Film and lunch
suggestions are always
welcome.)
12:30-3:00 p.m. at OWCI
Cost: $15/Arc member - $20/non member
Please note:
Class size is limited to 12 people.
Before sending in your check/registration, contact
Amanda at 402.346.5220 ext. 31 or
aclark@olliewebbinc.org to see if space is available.

Adult Services Large Group Events cosponsored by the City of
Omaha Parks and Recreation - Therapeutic Recreation

Valentine’s Day Dance for All Ages
at Gross High School
Dancing with live Deejay and Refreshments
Sunday, February 7, 2016
1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Gross High School
7700 South 43rd Street,
Bellevue, Nebraska
Cost $10 for participants and
no charge for staff/parents
Send RSVP to Amanda Clark by
February 2 at:
aclark@olliewebbinc.org

January 30: Send RSVP form to
Amanda by January 23.
February 27: Send RSVP form to
Amanda by February 3.
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ADULT SERVICES
(Ages 19 and Older)

by Amanda Clark, Program Coordinator
aclark@olliewebbinc.org

Circles

Spring Circles Classes I & II
See page 11

Mini Job Club (16 and up)
One night “rain-check” class
January 12 • 5:30-7:30 p.m. at OWCI
Please email Amanda Clark aclark@olliewebbinc.org for more info.

Martial Arts and Self-Defense Club
February 3 & 7
5:00 to 6:00 p.m.
3908 North 138th Street • Omaha, NE 68164
$5 per participant must be paid in advance
RSVP by January 27
to Amanda Clark aclark@olliewebbinc.org

Thanksgiving Celebration Creighton Volunteers
and Participants Rodney and Robert saying
thanks for a great night!

See the flyer on Page 14

RESERVATION FORM – Adult Services
Name:_____________________________________________________ Phone #: (_____)________________
Address:____________________________________________________ Zip: __________________________
Date of Birth:______________________________
Emergency Contact ________________________

Emergency Phone : _____________________________

Will Staff be accompanying to event? (Indicate which event) _______________________________________
PLEASE CIRCLE THE EVENT(S) THAT CORRESPONDS WITH PAYMENT
Adult Food & Friends ...................................................................................... $15 Arc member/ $20 non-member
19-30 year-olds: January 4 • February 2 - 30 years and older: January 19 • February 16
Mini Job Club (January 12).............................................................................. $15 Arc member/ $20 non-member
Adult Lunch and Film Club (January 30) (February 27) ..................... $15 Arc member/ $20 non-member
Martial Arts (February 3 & 17)........................................................................ $5 Arc member/ $10 non-member
Valentine’s Day Dance (February 7) ............................................................ $10
Circles I and/or II (March 2, 9, 16) (March 23, 30) .................................. $15 Arc member/ $20 non-member - per class
Total Enclosed: $____________ Please make checks payable to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc.
Return to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc., Adult Services, 1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122, Omaha, NE 68105
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OLLIE’S PHOTO GALLERY

Adult Services Cookie Decorating Party

Supported by a grant from Million Dollar Round Table (MDRT)

self defense
Steiner Academy of Martial Arts will be providing TWO
self-defense classes for Ollie Webb/Yachad MDRT

February 3rd and February 7th, 5:00-6:00pm
3908 N. 138th St., Omaha, NE 68164
402.590.5052
aclark@olliewebbinc.org or call Amanda Clark at 402-346-5220 ext. 31
Please dress comfortably
$5.00 participant / $0 parent / $0 caregiver

RESERVATION FORM – Adult Services
Name:_____________________________________________________ Phone #: (_____)________________
Address:____________________________________________________ Zip: __________________________
Date of Birth:______________________________
Emergency Contact ________________________

Emergency Phone : _____________________________

Total Enclosed: $____________ Please make checks payable to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc.
Return to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc., Adult Services, 1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122, Omaha, NE 68105
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT!

Amanda Wells
“I have a lot of different backgrounds,” Amanda Wells, Ollie Webb’s new Employment Services Coordinator, told me
recently. And indeed she has.
Amanda began her career as an administrative assistant in the health world, working for a geriatrics facility. From
there, she joined the stock industry completing the Series 7 and 63 exams and receiving her broker’s license. “Such
a bear!” she joked. “I hated those exams.” She actually liked working in the field however, but after a few years
Amanda found herself really missing working directly with and for people. When the stock market
crashed in 2008, she took it as a sign that it was time to change careers.
From the market sector, Amanda became the Director of Human Resources for a company in
the construction business. She really enjoyed the job, and was able to begin work on her
master’s degree at the same time. During this time she also gave birth to her daughter, who
was later diagnosed with mild autism. “And so I took a break from getting my master’s in
clinical counseling to get real world experience with my daughter and help her get what she
needed so she had her best chance in life,” she told me. “That was a struggle however,
because some of the best professionals in Omaha misdiagnosed her.”
At this point she found herself very thankful for her time in school. “Had I not have taken
those classes, I don’t know that I would have been able to advocate as well as I did for her,” she
continued. From there, Amanda got her massage therapy license. One of her specialties was
infant massage, helping young children with disabilities to better their chances at nonsimulative adversity.
Due to a series of unfortunate events, the company that Amanda worked for closed. “And so
for the first time in my life, since I was 14, I was unemployed this summer,” she explained. But
being the positive person that she is, Amanda found it a great opportunity to really consider
what she wanted to do next. “And I got to spend the summer with my kids,” she asserted. “And what single mom gets to do that?”
So Amanda returned to school. At the suggestion of her academic advisor, Amanda contacted Lisa Dougherty, HR director at the
Ollie Webb Center. “I called Lisa just to interview her and see what she thought I could do to give my resume some pushups,” she
said. “And lo and behold, here I am! It was really serendipitous. It’s really been the best thing for us. I love what I do!” Amanda
continues to work on her master’s degree. When she finishes she hopes to work as a therapist for individuals with disabilities and
their families.

Winter Weather Policy
The following weather conditions may cause us to close our office and/or
cancel/reschedule events.

❄ Heavy, accumulating, blowing and drifting snow
❄ Ten degrees or more below zero and/or wind chill
❄ Ice, sleet and/or freezing rain
If the weather is questionable, our services will be cancelled.
If Omaha Public Schools cancel their day/evening activities and/or staff deem it
unsafe for travel our services will be cancelled.
Note: If you are not sure if an evening/weekend “Adult Services” event will be held
or cancelled, call 402.346.5220 ext. 31 for event updates. Most decisions will be
posted by 3:00 p.m. for evening activities, and 8:00 a.m. for daytime activities.
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The Arc of Omaha & Career Solutions, Inc.
1941 South 42nd Street
Suite 122
Omaha, NE 68105-2942
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

For more information about Ollie Webb Center,
Inc. activities and programs, you can pull up
our website on your smart phone QR app!

STAFF DIRECTORY

Administrative Office Staff
402.346.5220
Laurie Ackermann
Lisa Dougherty
Mavis Hall
Jenny Koley
Cathy Smith
Kerree Taylor

Serving the Programs of The Arc of Omaha
402.346.5220
Ext.
Program Specialist (Stars Basketball)
Program Coordinator
31
(Adult Services, Best Buddies,
Just Friends, Sibshops)
Denise Gehringer Program Coordinator
33
(Next Chapter Book Club, Family Services,
PRISM, Ultimate Life, Stars Basketball &
The Tween Scene)
Jen Rauch
Program Specialist (Best Buddies)
Aimee Addison
Program Assistant
Colleen Swanson Program Assistant
Judy Bednarz
Amanda Clark

Executive Director
Human Resource Manager
Accounting Associate
Receptionist
Controller
Administrative Assistant

It’s Free!

Ext.
17
22
21
27
26
10

Serving the Programs of Career Solutions, Inc.
402.342.4418
Annie Anderson
Dave Brown
Lydia Clark
Jim Hoggatt
Dena Launderville
Mike Loftus
Robin McArthur
Cherie McCreary
Janey Ulmer
Blaine Villafuerte
Amanda Wells

Education Coordinator
Independent Living Coordinator
Independent Living Manager
Artistic Director
Education Coordinator
Education Coordinator
Operations Director
Intake & QA Specialist
Education Director
Employment Services Manager
Employment Services Coordinator

Ext.
23
20
24
30
15
13
12
19
14
28
18

If you have received this newsletter via e-mail in error and/or wish to unsubscribe and no longer receive this newsletter, please send an e-mail to info@olliewebbinc.org with “unsubscribe”
in the subject line. You may also contact us to unsubscribe by sending a letter to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc. • 1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122 • Omaha, NE 68105

