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Mission Statement

To enrich the lives of individuals with 
developmental disabilities and their 
families through support, programs 

and advocacy.

The Arc of Omaha is a member 

agency of the United Way of the 

Midlands and a Chapter of The Arc 

of Nebraska and the U.S.

10th Annual

Ollie’s Dream GalaDreamDreamOlliOllie's

Saturday, June 6, 2015 
Ramada Plaza Omaha Hotel and Convention Center 

Thank you Lozier Foundation!

Change is good.  Since June of 2003 when the full time Continuing Education program began at Ollie 
Webb Center, Inc. we have seen growth, we have seen change, and we have welcomed many 
students through our doors.  But in all that time, perhaps the biggest change happened in the last 
year.  Thanks to a major grant from the Lozier Foundation this past year, our students are currently 
enjoying 1,800 additional square feet of classrooms, a computer center, and much, much more!  

As we have grown over the years it became more and more apparent that we were in need of a 
bigger space.  The Lozier grant has gifted exactly that – more space.  In addition to the increased 
space, the grant also equipped each new classroom with a smart, internet accessible flat screen 
television, which serves as a great tool to support our outstanding curriculum.  In addition to offering 
a larger room for our theatrical and visual art endeavors, the expanded space also boasts a new 
restroom and a washer and dryer, which support our efforts to help students adapt to independent 
living within our academic program.  Students and their families and friends who have seen the 
expansion have been unanimously, wildly impressed.  Ultimately, the addition has allowed us to 
better serve all of our students and meet their educational needs.  

In all these years we have seen many changes and it is always welcome because, at the core of it, 
adaptation to change and continual growth are important lessons we teach our students daily.  
Thanks to the Lozier Foundation we have seen some of the greatest changes yet!  So here’s to change 
and growth in the present and the many years to come!
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Put Your Honey to Use

“Time and money spent in helping 
people to do more for themselves is far 
better than mere giving.” ~ Henry Ford

The Arc of Omaha 2015 Membership Form
Your membership will be valid from January 1 through December 31, 2015

Thank you for your past support!  Please consider once again being a part of our team!

Name (s) _________________________________________________________________________
(As you wish it to appear when we publicly recognize our members.)

Address _________________________________________________________________________

City/State____________________________________________________ Zip _________________

Phone _________________________ E-mail ** __________________________________________

**May we send our monthly newsletter to your e-mail address:   ____Yes     ____No

Each Single Membership is entitled to one (1) vote.  Each family membership is entitled to two (2) votes.

Please circle:        Single $25        Family $40        Contributing $75        Sustaining $100        Corporate $150

❒ I would like to sponsor an additional single membership for a person who is unable to pay, 
for an additional $25

Total amount enclosed:  $______________

Please make your check payable to Ollie Webb Center, Inc. Mail this form and your check to:
Ollie Webb Center, Inc.,  1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122, Omaha, NE 68105

Your contribution is tax deductible.

You are doing more than mere giving when you become a member of The Arc of Omaha.  
You are supporting efforts to help individuals with developmental disabilities and their 
families lead lives of greater independence, productivity, integration, inclusion and 
self-determination.  By joining now, your membership will be valid for the calendar year 
2015.  Membership options are outlined below.

The privileges of membership in The Arc of Omaha include:

Use of the Ollie Webb Center, Inc. pass to the Henry Doorly Zoo, discounts to many activities 
and events for individuals of all ages sponsored by The Arc of Omaha, support from The Arc 
of Nebraska and The Arc of the United States, including representation at local, state and 
national policy forums and publications sharing important information on a variety of 
topics, and the satisfaction of supporting a local agency that informs the public of the 
needs, rights and abilities of individuals with developmental disabilities.

2015 Arc of Omaha Membership Drive!
Honey Bee Ice Cream

Ingredients:

• 1 cup honey
• 5 cups milk, divided
• ½ teaspoon salt
• 4 eggs
• 12 ounce can evaporated milk
• 2 cups whipping cream
• 2 ½ teaspoons vanilla

Instructions:
Melt honey in saucepan with 1 cup of 
milk.  Add salt to warm milk in pan.  In 
blender, mix eggs, evaporated milk, 
honey mixture, cream and vanilla.  
Pour mixture into ice cream maker’s 
freezer container.  Add remaining milk 
to fill line.  Follow manufacturer’s 
instructions for preparing ice cream.  
When ice cream is hard, drain off water 
and warp in a towel.  Let stand for 1 
hour before serving. Makes 24 servings

The Buzz on Honeybees

Only the Queen in the hive lays eggs.  
The Queen communicates with her 
hive by her own special scent called 
pheromones.  The Queen will lay 
around 1,500 eggs per day.

All worker bees are female and they do 
all the work for the hive.  Workers 
perform the following tasks inside the 
hive as a House Bee:  Cleaning, feeding 
the baby bees, repairing honeycombs, 
fanning to cool the hive and guarding 
the hive.  If a worker bee uses her 
stinger, she will die.

All drone bees are male.  Their only job 
is to find a queen.  Male bees fly out 
and meet in special drone 
congregation areas where they hope 
to meet a queen.  Male drone bees 
don’t have a stinger.
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PARENT TO PARENT
For Children, Teens & Young Adults with Special Needs and their Families

by Denise Gehringer, Program Coordinator

dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org

Parent to Parent
Omaha

AUTISMSOCIETY
NebraskaNebraska

Improving the Lives of All Affected by AutismImproving the Lives of All Affected by Autism
Omaha Support GroupOmaha Support Group

Free Event for Children, Teens & Young Adults with Special Needs and their Families

This event is for individuals of any age who have a developmental or intellectual disability and their families. It is hard to predict 
how any individual with an intellectual disability will behave in an emergency situation. Because of this, Fire and Safety Day is an 
excellent opportunity meet face to face with emergency personnel, explore and learn about firetrucks, firefighter gear, ambulances, 
seat belt safety, first aid, poison control, 911, and more that could one day keep us safe in an emergency situation.

Bring the whole family out for an afternoon jam-packed full of activities designed to provide your family with fire safety education 
as well as summer fun. See the rescue helicopter land and watch the firefighters put out a live fire! The fire training facility is a state 
of the art facility with room to accommodate everyone. Bring swimsuits and sunscreen for the kids so they can enjoy playing in 
large water sprinklers at the end of the day.

To register go to: http://fireandsafetyday.eventbrite.com

Fire & Safety Day

Saturday, July 25, 2015, 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Fire Training Center 

3100 Cornhusker Road, Bellevue, NE 68123
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SIBSHOPS
(Ages 6 -13)

by Amanda Clark, Program Coordinator

aclark@olliewebbinc.org

This program is funded in part by a grant from the United Way of the Midlands.

Sibshops is an award-winning, nationally affiliated program for the brothers and sisters of individuals with developmental 
disabilities.

Sibshops are lively celebrations which convey a sense of joy, wonder, and play!  

The program is uniquely designed to provide high-energy activities for the siblings of children with developmental disabilities.  
Sibshops is a place where siblings may obtain peer support and education within a recreational context; while having fun, sibs 
connect with each other about similar experiences.  Lunch is served.

Sibshops are held the 2nd Saturday of the month from September through April.  

Please contact aclark@olliewebbinc.org to find out more about the program.

Cost:
If you are an Ollie Webb 

Center, Inc. Member the cost is:  
9-13 year olds - 8 sessions $100

6-8 year olds - 4 sessions $50

Non-Members cost:

9-13 year olds - 8 sessions $125

6-8 year olds - 4 sessions $60
Individual sessions may be purchased at $12.50 

each for members and $15 each for 
non-members.

Contributions to the Sibshops Scholarship 
fund are welcomed and will help a sibling 

who cannot afford to attend the 
opportunity to participate in 

Sibshops.

When:  
Sibshops are held the 

2nd Saturday of the month.
  

Look for new program 

dates in the August edition 

of the Gazette

When: 
Sibshops are held the 

2nd Saturday of the month.
  

Look for new program 

dates in the August edition 

of the Gazette

PROJECT II SELF-ADVOCACY
by Aimee Addison

aimeeaddison114@yahoo.com

Project II…is the local self-advocacy group in Omaha.  Adult members come together monthly to learn and teach skills associated 
with self-advocacy—decision making, problem solving, speaking up, etc.  We would like to have you participate with us by joining 
our group at a regular meeting or a special event.  RSVP’s are required for all meetings and events, by e-mailing Aimee Addison 
[Advisor for Project II] at aimeeaddison114@yahoo.com.  Dates and times are subject to change without notice.

June 19: Meeting

August 14:  Summer Dance 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.  at PVA, 7612 Maple Street.  Cost is $10. Refreshments and snacks will be provided.  
RSVP to Aimee Addison by August 10.

September 18: Meeting

October 16 -18 (3 day trip) People First of Nebraska Convention in Kearney.  Contact Aimee Addison for more information.

November 20: Meeting



FAMILY SERVICES
(Tweens  with Special Needs - ages 10 - 13 years old)
by Denise Gehringer, Program Coordinator

dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org
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J o i n  t h e  P a r t y !

Thursday, June 4 & 18, 2015

6:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Zumba-like Dance Party will help tweens develop a healthy 

lifestyle and incorporate fitness as a natural part of their 

week by making fitness fun.

Thursday, June 11, 2015

6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Foodie Fix is a fun way to learn and reinforce 

basic skills in the kitchen, while spending time with friends.  

We cook, then eat together!

Cost: • Dance Party 2 Nights: $5/Arc member & $10/non-member

• Foodie Fix : $15/Arc member, $20/non-member

• Snack & Chat: $5/Arc member & $10/non-member

Please note: Class size is limited to 10 people.

Registration info will be sent upon confirmation of space availability. 

Contact dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org to inquire if space is available.

Thursday, June 25, 2015

6:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Snack & Chat follows a Social Skills curriculum that offers the 

Tweens a practical way to develop social skills used for a 

lifetime!  We’ll also have a healthy snack!

C o o k i n g  F u n !

F u n  P r a c t i c i n g  S o c i a l  S k i l l s !

F u n  w i t h  F r i e n d s !



The PRISM Project is sponsored by the Arc of Omaha at Ollie Webb Center, Inc., with assistance from the   
United Way of the Midlands  and the Nebraska Department of Education.

PARENT RESOURCE INFORMATION
& SUPPORT MEETINGS

by Denise Gehringer, Program Coordinator

dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org
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PRISM (Parent Resource Information and Support Meetings) is a monthly resource for families 
of individuals with developmental disabilities to access emotional support, education, and 
services. This outreach project enables families to lessen the stress and mental strain of not 
knowing where to get answers, combined with the knowledge to prepare their family member 
with special needs to be classroom, work-force and life ready.

Families are the primary source of support for their child with disabilities. Providing this 
support presents families with additional responsibilities and pressures, over and beyond typi-
cal responsibilities. Families face issues of planning special education programs, coordinating a 
network of medical care, securing adaptive equipment, accessing job training opportunities, 
and providing for the future security of their children. In order to keep up with these demands, 
parents need considerable knowledge and skills. To remain intact and strong, families need the 
emotional support of other families who understand the unique daily challenges they face. 
Strong families provide the environment that best serves their child to become happy, produc-
tive and self-sufficient citizens of society.

PRISM offers a minimum of eight events for training and support that provide information from 
speakers that are experts in the field of disability related topics. These events provide Parents a 
forum to receive the latest information and be able to discuss and ask questions. The opportu-
nity for networking between families is one of the most rewarding aspects of the PRISM Project.

Adult Sibling Panel at the Grandparents 
and Extended Family Workshop held at 
ESU#3 on May 2, 2015



NEXT CHAPTER BOOK CLUB
by Denise Gehringer, Program Coordinator

dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org
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Friendship & literacy in a community setting!

12 Clubs Meeting in the Omaha Metro Area!

• Book Clubs meets once a week for an hour as a small group at a local coffee shop to read 

and discuss a book.

• All reading levels can participate!  

• Members enjoy social connections and the delight of expanding their literacy. 

• New clubs forming in the Bellevue, South Omaha and Northeast Omaha areas. Interested 

volunteers and new members contact dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org.

• Book Clubs meets once a week for an hour as a small group at a local coffee shop to read 

NNext Chapter Book Club
Next Chapter Book Club

12 Clubs Meeting in the Omaha Metro Area!

Check out the Omaha Next Chapter Book Club in EDGE Magazine:

http://www.edgemagazine.com/#/lifestyle/article/life-long-learning



ULTIMATE LIFE PROGRAM
(Ages 18 and Older)

by Denise Gehringer, Program Coordinator

dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org

Ultimate

Page 8

The Ultimate Life Program is the place to be for fun and friends!

The Ultimate Life Program is a fee-based recreation program for adults with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities 18 years and older. This program offers opportunities for adults to participate in small, planned group 
activities or one-on-one outings of their choice in the community. Trained companions accompany participants. 

Transportation to and from the activities is part of the program.

APPLY NOW!  Registration fee $30.  

For an application, contact: dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org

Summer Fun and Friends in Ultimate Life!Summer Fun and Friends in Ultimate Life!



THE ART OF IMAGINATION
by Jim Hoggatt, Artistic Director

jhoggatt@olliewebbinc.org
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Deadly Beauty - DJ

Life’s Arch - Brad

Red Beauty - Amy 

Grand Ole - Chris

Last Year’s Fall - Mercedes

Shedding Light on

the Situation - Bryon

Photos taken by the students in our photography class 



JUST FRIENDS NEWS
(Ages 13 -18)

by Amanda Clark, Program Coordinator
aclark@olliewebbinc.org
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Being able to cook is such an important life skill, join us for a fun filled evening of 
socialization while practicing our skills of cutting, spreading, measuring, and many other 

cooking skills!  Meal is provided! 

Location: OWCI
Cost: $15 for Arc members/$20 for non-Arc members

RSVP to Amanda Clark at aclark@olliewebbinc.org 

Teen Food and Friends

Dates: June 1, 2015 (RSVP by May 29)

& July 6, 2015 (RSVP by July 3)

Time: 5:30-7:30 p.m.

June Annual Picnic for Teens and Adults

Date: Friday  June 12

Time: 6:00-8:00 p.m.

Location: Hanscom Park Pavilion

(Brick building) 3201 Woolworth Avenue

Fitness Club

Fitness Club is an afternoon of socializing, 
dancing, stretching and light strength-
training. We’ll also talk about eating healthy 
and enjoy a light snack together.

Saturday, June 13, 2015 

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

OWCI

Cost: $5/Arc member & $10/non-
member

RSVP to: aclark@olliewebbinc.org by 
June 10. 

For Adult Services and Just Friends Participants
cosponsored by the City of Omaha Parks and 

Recreation - Therapeutic Recreation

Dinner, Socializing, Dancing and 
Outdoor Activities 

(weather permitting)

Price: $15 for participants and 
$5 for staff/parents who eat.  Please 

RSVP to Amanda Clark by June 8. 

June Dynamic! Social Skills Classes (for teens and adults) 
Why can’t learning acceptable social skills be fun?

Wednesdays, June 10, 17, 24, 2015 

5:30 - 7:30 p.m. at OWCI 
June 10 – Healthy Lifestyle Choices and Good Manners – Discussion/activities will focus on 
nutrition, table manners, hygiene and being with people in places where we eat and work out.
June 17 – Crushes, Friendships and Dating Do’s and Don’ts – Discussion/activities will focus 
on basic definitions of crushes, friendships and dating-relationships.
June 24 – First Impressions and the Art of Conversation – Discussion/activities will focus on 
greetings, small talk and keeping up with conversations in school, spare time and on “the job.”

Price: $15 Arc members/$20 non-member per class - this is not a “class series”
RSVP by June 8 to: aclark@olliewebbinc.org or call 402-346-5220 ext. 31

Light Refreshments Provided

Mentors and Mentees 
E-mail aclark@olliewebbinc.org if you 
would like to attend Funplex for free 

as a pair on July 27! Midlands 
Mentoring Partnership is giving us 

free passes for the day!



JUST FRIENDS NEWS
(Ages 13 -18)

by Amanda Clark, Program Coordinator
aclark@olliewebbinc.org
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RESERVATION FORM – Just Friends
 
Name:_____________________________________________________ Phone #: (_____)_______________

Address:___________________________________________________ Zip: _________________________
 
Date of Birth:______________________ 
 
Emergency Contact ________________________                  Emergency Phone : _______________________ 

PLEASE CIRCLE THE EVENT(S) THAT CORRESPONDS WITH PAYMENT

June Teen Food & Friends (June 1) .......................................................... $15 Arc member/ $20 non-member
June Dynamic! Social Skills Classes (Cost is per class - this is not a class series.)
      June 10 - Healthy Lifestyle Choices and Good Manners................ $15 Arc member/ $20 non-member
      June 17- Crushes, Friendships, Dating Do’s and Don’ts.................. $15 Arc member/ $20 non-member
      June 24 - First Impressions and the Art of Conversation ............... $15 Arc member/ $20 non-member
June Annual Picnic (June 12)...................................................................... $15 Arc member/ $20 non-member
June Teen Fitness Club (June 13).............................................................. $  5 Arc member/ $10 non-member
July Teen Food & Friends (July 6) ............................................................. $15 Arc member/ $20 non-member
July Luau at Mockingbird Community (July 9) .................................. $15 Arc member/ $20 non-member

Total Enclosed: $____________  Please make checks payable to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc.

Return to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc., Just Friends, 1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122, Omaha, NE 68105

July Annual “The Ability Experience” 

Luau for Teens and Adults

36 cyclists heading across the country on a “Journey of 
Hope” are stopping in town to party with us while they 

also raise money to help our programs.  

Pizza and Dancing to Live Music at Mockingbird 
Community Center. This event will be outdoors.

Congratulations to our newest

mentee/mentor matches! 

McKenna Black and Sofia Hermosillo (pictured)
David Staben and Trevor Hirchert

For Adult Services and Just Friends Participants

Thursday, July 9, 2015 

5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Mockingbird Community Center

Cost: $15 for participants and $5 for 
staff/parents who eat.

RSVP to: aclark@olliewebbinc.org by July 6.



ADULT SERVICES 
(Ages 19 and Older)
by Amanda Clark

aclark@olliewebbinc.org
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Lunch and Film Club is an 
afternoon of socializing 

over lunch and 
watching the latest 

blockbuster DVD on 
the large projector 

screen at the Ollie Webb 
Center.   (Film and lunch 

suggestions are always 
welcome.)

12:30-3:00 p.m. at OWCI

Cost:  $15/Arc member - $20/non member
Please note:  

Class size is limited to 12 people.

Before sending in your check/registration, contact 
Amanda at 402.346.5220 ext. 31 or 

aclark@olliewebbinc.org to see if space is available.

June 27:  Send RSVP form to 
Amanda by June 22.

July 25: Send RSVP form to 
Amanda by July 23. 

Lunch and Movie

Adult Food and Friends is a fun way to 
reinforce basic skills in the kitchen, while 
spending time with new and old friends.  
We cook then eat together!

5:30-7:30 p.m. at OWCI
Cost:  $15/Arc member - $20/non member

Please note:  

Class size is limited to 7 people.

Before sending in your check/registration, 
contact Amanda at 402.346.5220 ext. 31 or 
aclark@olliewebbinc.org to see if space is 
still available.

July 7: Send RSVP form to 
Amanda by July 3.

Adult Food and Friends

Fitness and Friends is an afternoon of 
socializing, dancing, stretching and light 

strength-training. We’ll also talk about eating 
healthy and enjoy a light snack together.

Saturday, June 20, 2015 

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

OWCI

Cost: $5/Arc member & $10/non-member
RSVP to: aclark@olliewebbinc.org 

by June 15. 

Please note:  

Class size is limited to 12 people.

Before sending in your check/registration, 
contact Amanda at 402.346.5220 ext. 31 or 
aclark@olliewebbinc.org to see if space is 

still available.

Fitness and Friends

June Annual Picnic for 

Teens and Adults

Date: Friday  June 12

Time: 6:00-8:00 p.m.

Please see page 10 for 
all the details.

For Adult Services and Just Friends Participants
cosponsored by the City of Omaha Parks and 

Recreation - Therapeutic Recreation

July Annual “The Ability Experience” 

Luau for Teens and Adults

Thursday, July 9, 2015 

5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Mockingbird Community Center

Please see page 11 for all the details.



ADULT SERVICES 
(Ages 19 and Older)
by Amanda Clark

aclark@olliewebbinc.org
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Adult Food & Friends (July 7) ......................................................................$15 Arc member/$20 non-member
June Dynamic! Social Skills Classes (Cost is per class - this is not a class series.)
      June 10 - Healthy Lifestyle Choices and Good Manners.................$15 Arc member/ $20 non-member
      June 17- Crushes, Friendships, Dating Do’s and Don’ts...................$15 Arc member/ $20 non-member
      June 24 - First Impressions and the Art of Conversation ................$15 Arc member/ $20 non-member
Annual Picnic (June 12) ..................................................................................$15/participants and $5/staff/parents
Fitness & Friends (June 20)...........................................................................$  5 Arc member/ $10 non-member
Adult Lunch and Movie (June 27) (July 25) .........................................$  5 Arc member/ $10 non-member
LUAU at Mockingbird (July 9)......................................................................$  5 Arc member/ $10 non-member
July Pool Party at the JCC (July 26)...........................................................$  5 Arc member/ $10 non-member

Total Enclosed: $____________  Please make checks payable to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc.

Return to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc., Adult Services, 1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122, Omaha, NE 68105

RESERVATION FORM – Adult Services
Name:_____________________________________________________ Phone #: (_____)________________

Address:____________________________________________________   Zip: __________________________
 
Date of Birth:______________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact ________________________       Emergency Phone :  _____________________________

Will Staff be accompanying to event?  (Indicate which event) _______________________________________ 

PLEASE CIRCLE THE EVENT(S) THAT CORRESPONDS WITH PAYMENT

June Dynamic! Social Skills Classes 

(for teens and adults) 
Why can’t learning acceptable social skills be fun?

Wednesdays, June 10, 17, 24, 2015 

5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

OWCI 

June 10 – Healthy Lifestyle Choices and Good Manners 
Discussion/activities will focus on nutrition, table manners, hygiene and 
being with people in places where we eat and work out.

June 17 – Crushes, Friendships and Dating Do’s and Don’ts
Discussion/activities will focus on basic definitions of crushes, 
friendships and dating-relationships.

June 24 – First Impressions and the Art of Conversation
Discussion/activities will focus on greetings, small talk and keeping up 
with conversations in school, spare time and on “the job.”

Price: $15 Arc members/$20 non-member per class - this is not a “class series”

RSVP by June 8 to: aclark@olliewebbinc.org or call 402-346-5220 ext. 31

Light Refreshments Provided

This event is in partnership with Jewish Family Service:

Join Us at the JCC Pool

Date: Sunday  July 26

Time: 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Jewish Community Center, 
333 South 132nd Street, Omaha, NE  68154

Live DJ with dancing, water aerobics, games and 
pizza will be served at 7:30 p.m!!!

All water activities will be held in the shallow side of the pool.
If there is inclement weather, the party will move to the indoor pool.

(Maximum 50 participants)

RSVP by July 20, 2015 to: aclark@olliewebbinc.org or call Amanda 
Clark at 402-346-5220 ext. 31.

s e e t s pa t e s

J

Date: S
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The Continuing Education program is excited to announce 
several new class offerings available this coming summer 
session.  Over the years we have had many students who have 
expressed dreams of working in radio, television, or simply 
having podcast shows on the internet or YouTube.  We are recip-
rocating that desire with our first new class called “Introduction 
to Broadcasting.”  With an emphasis on emerging technologies, 
students will explore scriptwriting and storytelling techniques 
as they spend the session creating a video portfolio.  

A second new class offering is “Child Development.”  In this 
course students will develop skills related to childcare (birth to 
3 years), both for parents as well as individuals interested in 
pursuing work with children.  The class covers topics such as 
feeding and diapering, along with other topics related to 
general safety, traveling with a baby, and play time activities 
that stimulate development, to name just a few!

We will also be exploring the daily world around us in a third 
new offering called “Current Events.”  Primarily an effort to 
encourage student awareness of the events surrounding their 
daily lives both locally and nationally, the course is aimed at 
helping students develop social skills, which enable them to 
engage in “small talk” at work and school as both are formal 
environments where subjects of a personal nature are typically 
frowned upon.  We want our students to be socially professional 
and we want people to pay attention to the world around them 
and their valued place within it – this class embraces both!  

And speaking of the world around us, a fourth new offering is 
our “Travel and Transportation” class.  Students will learn about 
walking, riding, biking and flying to just about anywhere they 

possibly can afford to go, be it within the immediate community 
or vacationing with family or friends.  This class is a practical 
application of self-advocacy in that all people should know how 
to independently “get around town” if they are capable of doing 
so.  We are looking forward to exploring our community 
through accessing transportation.  It’s going to be so much fun!  
Students looking to develop their skills related to taking a bus 
should definitely look into this class.  See you this summer!

Here are the class descriptions:

Introduction to Broadcasting  Students enrolled in Introduc-
tion to Broadcasting will discover a world of emerging technolo-
gies, as well as time tested storytelling and scriptwriting assign-
ments. The class will cover basic terminology and technology 
necessary to create small video projects such as Vines.  The 
ability to create video based projects will allow students to enter 
the world of visual media which is so prevalent in society today. 
This creativity will hopefully spark an interest in video journal-
ism, comedy, public service, school initiatives, community 
activities, and much more.  Students will create a video portfolio 
containing projects produced throughout the semester.

Child Development 1  Do you have a desire to work with 
children in a day care setting?  Are you a parent?  This class is for 
you!  During this class we will discuss wide ranging topics 
related to children from birth to 3 years old.  The curriculum 
covers topics such as feeding, diapering, and clothing a small 
child as well as lessons on essential safety, traveling with a baby, 
and appropriate play time activities that stimulate develop-
ment.

Current Events  This course is structured to give individuals an 
understanding of current issues in many areas of a political, 
social, and economic nature.  This information can be used by 
individuals to build social relationships at work, for dinner time 
conversations, or to broaden an individual's experiences.  The 
course is fluid in nature, meaning that the topics and the 
amount of coverage on the topics will fluctuate on any given 
day, week, or month depending on topics current in the media.  
The instructor will use various learning strategies to explore 
current events, leading students to a deeper understanding of 
what is happening in the world around them.

Travel and Transportation  Do you walk, ride a bike, ride the 
bus, drive a car, or ride in airplanes?  We all encounter transpor-
tation every day of our lives.  Being able to navigate transporta-
tion is essential to working, going to school, and enjoying recre-
ational opportunities.  This course covers safety, time manage-
ment, and planning related to travel.  We will be going for walks, 
discussing bike safety, completing bus training, and exploring 
preparation related to airplanes.  
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The Arc of Omaha & Career Solutions, Inc.
1941 South 42nd Street
Suite 122
Omaha, NE 68105-2942

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Serving the Programs of Career Solutions, Inc.
402.342.4418

  Ext.
Annie Anderson Education Coordinator  23
Dave Brown Independent Living Coordinator  20
Lydia Clark Independent Living Manager 24
Kim Hall Employment Services Manager 28
Jim Hoggatt Artistic Director 30
Dena Launderville Education Coordinator 15
Theresa Lehmer Program Specialist 10
Mike Loftus Education Coordinator 13
Cherie McCreary Intake & QA Specialist 19
Elise Turille Education Director 14

Serving the Programs of The Arc of Omaha
402.346.5220

  Ext.
Judy Bednarz Program Specialist (Stars Basketball)
Amanda Clark Program Coordinator  31
 (Adult Services, Best Buddies,
 Just Friends, Sibshops) 
Denise Gehringer Program Coordinator 33 
 (Book Club, Family Services, PRISM, 
 Ultimate Life, Stars Basketball & 
 The Tween Scene)
Jen Rauch Program Specialist (Best Buddies)
Amiee Addison Program Assistant
Cheryl Hamilton Program Assistant  
Colleen Swanson Program Assistant

Administrative Office Staff
402.346.5220

  Ext.
Laurie Ackermann Executive Director 17
Lisa Dougherty Human Resource Manager 22
Mavis Hall Accounting Associate 21
Jenny Koley Receptionist 27
Cathy Smith Controller 26
Kerree Taylor Administrative Assistant 10

If you have received this newsletter via e-mail in error and/or wish to unsubscribe and no longer receive this newsletter, please send an e-mail to info@olliewebbinc.org with “unsubscribe” 
in the subject line. You may also contact us to unsubscribe by sending a letter to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc. • 1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122 • Omaha, NE 68105

For more information about Ollie Webb Center, 
Inc. activities and programs, you can pull up 
our website on your smart phone QR app!

It’s Free!STAFF DIRECTORY


