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The office of Ollie Webb Center, Inc.
is not currently open to visitors.
Team members are continuing to
work and provide services remotely.
The best way of communicating at
this time is by calling our main
number at 402-346-5220 or by email.

March
Mission Statement

To enrich the lives of individuals with
developmental disabilities and their
families through collaboration, advocacy,
relationships, and education.

March is Brain Injury Awareness Month
For more than 30 years, March has been designated as Brain Injury
Awareness Month. Nebraska VR and agencies across Nebraska like Ollie
Webb Center, Inc. are proud to be a part of this annual celebration. It is
an opportunity to promote the supports and services available to
people living with brain injury in Nebraska and celebrate the work
being done to improve the lives of individuals and their families.

4 Ways to join the celebration . . .
• Nebraska Brain Injury Conference Connect. Learn. Be Inspired,
March 17-18 (virtual).
• TBI Stakeholder Day, Tuesday March 8, 2022, 11:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
There is no cost to attend. The webinar will be live-captioned and
ASL-interpreted. If you require additional accommodations to
participate or if you have any questions about the sessions, please
contact tbitarc@hsri.org. Register for the event.
• Congressional Brain Injury Task Force Awareness Briefing:
Congressional Brain Injury Task Force Co-chairs Reps. Bill Pascrell, Jr.
(D-NJ) and Don Bacon (R-NE) invite you to a virtual Brain Injury
Awareness Day Briefing on the importance and value of advocacy,
March 16, 1:30-3:30.
Attendance is free, registration
is required.
• The National Association of
State Head Injury
Administrators (NASHIA) has
developed materials and
resources you can use and
share to help promote brain
injury.
(Excerpt from Nebraska VR TBI Grant Post
2/22/22)
Artwork by Calvin “Sonny” Clarke
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OLLIE'S BULLETIN BOARD

DON’T FORGET!

to renew your Arc of Omaha
membership for 2022.

2022 Arc of Omaha Membership Drive!
“Time and money spent in helping people to do more for
themselves is far better than mere giving.” ~ Henry Ford
You are doing more than mere giving when you become a member of The Arc of Omaha. You are supporting efforts to
help individuals with developmental disabilities and their families lead lives of greater independence, productivity,
integration, inclusion and self-determination.
Becoming a member for 2022 is easy! Options start at just $25. This can be done is mail (fill out the form below) or
online at www.olliewebbinc.org. The benefits of continued membership include:
• Use of the Ollie Webb Center, Inc. pass to Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo. Pass use is unlimited based on availability and
entitles 2 adults and up to 6 children free admission to the zoo.

Winter Weather Policy
The following weather conditions may
cause us to close our office and/or
cancel/reschedule events.

 Heavy, accumulating, blowing and
drifting snow

 Ten degrees or more below zero
and/or wind chill

 Ice, sleet and/or freezing rain
If the weather is questionable, our
services will be canceled.
If Omaha Public Schools cancel their
day/evening activities and/or staff
deem it unsafe for travel our services
will be canceled.
Note: If you are not sure if an
evening/weekend event will be held
or canceled,
call 402.346.5220 ext. 31
for event updates. Most decisions will
be posted by 3:00 p.m. for evening
activities, and 8:00 a.m. for daytime
activities.

• Discounts on many activities and events sponsored by The Arc of Omaha. For more information, please reference our
monthly newsletter or www.olliewebbinc.org.
• Support from The Arc of Nebraska and The Arc of the United States, including representation at local, state, and
national policy forums and publications on a variety of topics.
• The satisfaction of supporting a local community agency that tirelessly informs the public of the needs, rights, and
abilities of individuals with developmental disabilities.
Your Arc of Omaha membership sends a strong message in support of the rights of individuals with intellectual
and developmental disabilities. Please consider becoming a member today!

The Arc of Omaha 2022 Membership Form
Your membership will be valid from January 1 through December 31, 2022
Thank you for your past support! Please consider once again being a part of our team!
Name (s)___________________________________________________________________________
(As you wish it to appear when we publicly recognize our members.)

Address____________________________________________________________________________
City/State______________________________________________________ Zip_________________
Phone _________________________ E-mail *_____________________________________________
*May we send our monthly newsletter to your email address: ____Yes

____No

Each Single Membership is entitled to one (1) vote. Each family membership is entitled to two (2) votes.
Please circle:
Single $25
Family $40
Contributing $75
Sustaining $100
Corporate $150
 I would like to sponsor an additional single membership for a person who is unable to pay, for an additional $25

Total amount enclosed: $______________ Your contribution is tax deductible.
Please make your check payable to Ollie Webb Center, Inc. Mail this form and your check to:
Ollie Webb Center, Inc., 1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122, Omaha, NE 68105

Zoo Pass Available to 2022 Arc Members!
The Arc of Omaha has a free Family Zoo Pass available for use by its 2022 members.
It allows two adults and six children to visit the Henry Doorly Zoo. Please note the following
rules for its use:
1. The pass can be used anytime the zoo is open.
2. Families may use the pass as often as they like, as long as it is available.
3. Families using the pass must sign it out, giving their name, address, phone number, date of use
and date returned. If a family misuses the pass, it is possible that the pass may not be available
for them to use again.
4. When families arrive at the zoo, they must present the pass and check in at the Visitors Center.
Call 402.346.5220 to reserve the Family Zoo Pass.
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MENTORING SERVICES
Best Buddies
Best Buddies is a peer mentoring program for adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Through this
program, adults with disabilities are matched to Creighton college students and participate in social and recreational
activities, enabling these individuals to experience friendships with peers.

Best Buddies Updates
Best Buddies main platform for sharing information
this year is through Instagram. Snapshots of events
are pictured with amusing, informative captions.
Follow along with Creighton's Best Buddies chapter
on Instagram! @bestbuddiescreighton.
As many of you know, Best Buddies Online moved last
year. Best Buddies Online (BBO) is now BB360. BB360
streamlines administrative processes, improves user
experiences, and increases data security for chapter
leaders and advisors.
Member registration for Best Buddies 2022-2023 will
begin July 1, 2022 and end approximately
October 1, 2022 (official deadline is subject to
change). Registration will be accessed through
bestbuddies.org/join starting July 1st.
Please note: if you had a login for Best Buddies Online, it
will NOT work for BB360.
For more information about the International Best
Buddies Program, visit https://www.bestbuddies.org/

March is #BestBuddiesMonth

Alexa Edwards, Program Coordinator • aedwards@olliewebbinc.org
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HEALTH, WELLNESS, AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
Next Chapter Book Club

Book Clubs meet once a week for an hour as a small group at a local coffee shop to read and discuss a book. All
reading levels can participate! Members enjoy social connections and the delight of expanding their literacy.

Book Lovers Wanted
For just one hour a week, make a difference in the lives of
adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities by
being a Next Chapter Book Club Facilitator!

Books, Friendship, and Community
Join one of our 14 clubs in the Omaha Metropolitan Area
For more information, please call 402.346.5220
Be part of a growing movement of over 300 clubs nationwide.
www.olliewebbinc.org
www.nextchapterbookclub.org

“Next Chapter Book Club truly fits our understanding of literary activism and what that kind of movement can do.
When any community is dismissed, when we lose a voice or an audience, we all suffer for it. Next Chapter Book
Club is using literature as a way to bring people with intellectual disabilities into a conversation we should all be
having.” ~Lisa Lucas, Executive Director, National Book Foundation.

For more information, please call 402-346-5220
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Circles Social Boundary Classes Are Back!
Are you, your family member, or an individual you serve looking to learn social and
relationship boundaries, interpersonal skills, and relationship-specific social skills in an
easy-to-understand format?

If so, Circles Curriculum is for you in April 2022.
Stranger Space
Wave

CIRCLES

Handshake
Far-Away Hug
Big Hug
Private

Circles teaches social
skills, social
boundaries, and
relationship-specific
behaviors, using video
modeling and a
simple circle diagram.

Eight,
1-hour
virtual
classes free
of cost

Sign Up Today

Alexa Edwards, Program Coordinator • aedwards@olliewebbinc.org

Join virtually every
Tuesday &
Thursday in April
from 6:30 - 7:30 PM
Tuesday, April 5th
Thursday, April 7th
Tuesday, April 12th
Thursday, April 14th
Tuesday, April 19th
Thursday, April 21st
Tuesday, April 26th
Thursday, April 28th
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THE ART OF IMAGINATION

The Art of Imagination classes are focused on the visual and performing arts. Classes offer artistic opportunities in
traditional art forms such as painting, writing, drawing and photography and more. Theater classes include
improvisation, playwriting, scripted pieces and radio drama culminating in rehearsals and public performances.

Another Partnership with The Art of Imagination!
The Art of Imagination (AoI) program continues to partner with local Omaha institutions to help share how
Ollie Webb Center, Inc. brings performing and visual arts education to individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. Recently, AoI Managing Director, Carrie Nath and Artistic Director, Jim Hoggatt met
with Dr. Deanna Acklie Ph.D., Associate Professor of Education at the College of St. Mary in Omaha. Dr. Acklie
teaches a course called Integrating Fine Arts, meant for elementary school teachers, which looks at how to
teach using fine arts in an engaging manner. She also directs the Special Education department at College of
St. Mary.
Nath and Hoggatt spoke with Dr. Acklie and explained the Ollie Webb Center’s Continuing Education and The
Art of Education programs’ mission and organization. It was arranged for Nath and Hoggatt to bring
workshops into Dr. Acklie’s undergraduate and graduate courses over the upcoming month of April.
Workshops will include movement, drama and improvisation, and Socialization within a Rehearsal Setting.
The Art of Imagination staff and participants recently facilitated a workshop and presented at a discussion
panel during the Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival, Region 5 this past January. Sarah Klocke,
Associate Professor and Program Director of Theatre and Communications at College of St. Mary, had
contacted Hoggatt about participating in the festival after seeing the success of AoI’s inclusive theater
production Dionysia: Three Greek Myths in November and Ms. Klocke facilitated an introduction between Dr.
Acklie and Nath and Hoggatt.
Along with the workshops, other future partnership endeavors were discussed, including a possible internship
program for College of St. Mary students interested in working with AoI participants or in being a part of AoI
annual inclusive theater productions. The Art of Imagination also worked with theater staff at the University of
Nebraska Omaha during the production of Dionysia: Three Greek Myths. Carrie Nath is also meeting with staff
members of the Creighton University Theater department to discuss possible ways to partner in the future.

Jim Hoggatt, Artistic Director • jhoggatt@olliewebbinc.org
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CONTINUING EDUCATION

The Continuing Education program extends the learning experience beyond high school. Classes are offered in a variety
of formats and settings and focus on independent living, money management, social and employment-related skills.
Courses provide a person-centered approach that focuses on increased independence as opposed to the maintenance of
skills. A five day-a-week program is available and follows a typical college schedule.

In the Spotlight!
Behavioral Consultant: Mitch Esters

We are excited to shine a spotlight on Michaella (Mitch)
Esters as a behavior subject-matter-expert and consultant
with Ollie Webb Center, Inc. (OWCI). Mitch has been an
invaluable resource to the OWCI team in everything from
individualized and group positive behavioral support and
crisis intervention training to assisting in the development
of customized habilitation and safety programs.
Mitch was originally born in Los Angeles, California and lived
in Germany before moving to Omaha as part of an Air Force
family. She is a graduate of Millard High School and graduated from Wayne State college with an undergraduate degree
in Physical Education. Mitch also earned two master’s
degrees: Behavior Disorders from the University of Nebraska
at Omaha and Educational Leadership from Capella University. She is also certified as a pet therapy handler and has
three dogs, three cats, and will be adding another puppy
this winter.
Mitch is currently a school administrator overseeing the
provision of level III services to public school students who
need intensive and alternative educational support and
programming. She is also the founder of Positive Links, LLC
which provides behavioral consultation services to community agencies and school districts. We are grateful that Mitch
can share her wealth of experience and expertise with OWCI
in this capacity.

David Ackermann, Education Services Manager • dackermann@olliewebbinc.org
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SOCIAL RECREATION

SAVE THE DATE FOR OLLIE
WEBB CENTER, INC.'S

SPRING SCAVENGER HUNT

MORE DETAILS TO COME NEXT MONTH!
Celebrate the real meaning of Easter with fun games, good food, and
great company! You're sure to have fun, so don't miss out!

QUESTIONS? EMAIL US!
CHERI ALBIN: calbin@olliewebbinc.org
ALEXA EDWARDS: aedwards@olliewebbinc.org
For more information, please call 402-346-5220
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INDEPENDENT LIVING

Independent living services provide instruction for individuals who live in their own home (apartment or house) or
in their family’s home. Education, training and support is provided to maintain or increase independent living skills,
such as money management, health and safety, interpersonal relations, community awareness, recreational skills,
nutrition, hygiene and leisure.

UPCOMING RENTWISE TRAINING!
What are the benefits of RentWise?
Nebraska RentWise is a tenant education program
that helps people find and keep decent, safe, affordable rental housing that meets their needs.
Persons who participate in the RentWise education
program report they are more likely to use a spending plan with affordable rent, complete a neatly
written rental application, request screening criteria
when applying for rental housing, and practice good
communication skills with landlords and neighbors.
Participants who complete the RentWise Training
receive a certificate of completion, which can be
shown to future landlords to help encourage the
landlord to accept their rental application over others
that may be applying. The certificate can also be
shown during the Section 8 Housing Vouchers Application to help give the individual priority on the
waitlist.
The Section 8 Voucher Waitlist is published in the
Omaha World Herald (Sunday paper under "houses
for rent") - Omaha Star - EL Perico newspapers. This
announcement typically happens around March and
possibly October each year.

What is a Section 8 Housing Voucher?
The housing choice voucher program is the federal
government’s major program for assisting very
low-income families, the elderly, and the disabled to
afford decent, safe, and sanitary housing available in
the private market. Program participants are able to
choose any housing that meets the requirements of
the program and are not limited to units located in

subsidized housing projects. The Omaha Housing
Authority (OHA) strongly encourages families to
search for housing outside economically distressed
areas. Section 8 participants may move at the end of
their lease term to other locations anywhere in the
United States where there is an agency operating a
housing choice voucher program.
To qualify for the Housing Choice Voucher Program,
participants must earn no more than 50% of the area
median income. Eligible families generally are
required to pay 30% of their adjusted income towards
gross rent (owner rent and the amount of the utility
allowance for tenant-paid utilities that are not included in the rent to the owner).
The amount of the subsidy paid by OHA is dependent
upon the payment standard adopted for each unit size
(number of bedrooms), or the gross rent for the unit if
less than the payment standard. If the gross rent for a
unit exceeds the payment standard, a tenant may
choose to pay the higher rent but they may not pay
more than 40% of their adjusted income for rent.
If you are interested in learning more or taking the
Zoom RentWise training with Ollie Webb, please RSVP
to Lisa McMichael at lmcmichael@olliewebbinc.org or
call 402-315-0509.
Training Dates: March 10, 17, 24 on Zoom, 6:30 to 8:30
P.M. This course is free, but seating is limited!

Lisa McMichael, Independent Living Services Manager • lmcmichael@olliewebbinc.org
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The Arc of Omaha & Career Solutions, Inc.
1941 South 42nd Street
Suite 122
Omaha, NE 68105-2942
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

For more information about Ollie Webb Center,
Inc. activities and programs, you can pull up
our website on your smart phone QR app!

Administrative Office Staff
402.346.5220

STAFF DIRECTORY

It’s Free!

Ext.
17
29

Laurie Ackermann
Audry Childers

Executive Director
Human Resources

Jill Conway

Assistant Executive Director

20

Lisa Dougherty

Compliance Director

22

Megan Hillebrandt

Controller

21

Jenny Koley

Receptionist

34

Robin McArthur

Operations Director

12

Jordan Stocking

Executive Assistant

10

Program Support Staff
402.346.5220 or 402.342.4418
Ext.

Ext.

David Ackermann

Education Services Manager

13

Lisa McMichael

Aimee Addison

Health & Wellness Services Coordinator

19

Carrie Nath

Managing Director

36

Kim Porter

Employment Services Manager

28

Cheri Albin

Family Services Coordinator

14

Alexa Edwards

Mentoring Services Coordinator

31

Jim Hoggatt

Artistic Director

30

Independent Living Services Manager

24

If you have received this newsletter via e-mail in error and/or wish to unsubscribe and no longer receive this newsletter, please send an e-mail to info@olliewebbinc.org with “unsubscribe”
in the subject line. You may also contact us to unsubscribe by sending a letter to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc. • 1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122 • Omaha, NE 68105

