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Mission Statement

To enrich the lives of individuals with developmen-
tal disabilities and their families through support, 

programs and advocacy.

The Arc of Omaha is a member agency of the 

United Way of the Midlands and a Chapter of 

The Arc of Nebraska and the U.S.

SAVE THE DATE! 

We are excited to be a part of our city’s giving holiday - Omaha Gives! on May 23, 2018!  

Omaha's 6th annual 24-hour charitable challenge is set for May 23. The 

giving begins at midnight with a minimum $10 donation. Hourly 

drawings and prizes make your donations go further. So start gathering 

your circles and get ready for another great big give-together! Learn more or donate at Omahagives24.org

Ollie Webb Center, Inc.  
Pre-Employment Transition Summer Program

The mission of OWCI is:  To enrich the lives of individuals with developmental disabilities and 

their families through support, programs and advocacy.

What is the Pre-Employment Transition 

Summer Program?

A collaboration between Nebraska VR and Ollie Webb 
Center, Inc.

This free program provides career exploration 
activities and workplace readiness training for youth 
and young adults with varying disabilities ages 14-21, 
who reside in Omaha and the surrounding areas.

Program participants will learn about how to obtain 
and retain employment, complete interest and career 
inventories, explore jobs and volunteer opportunities, 
set career goals, develop résumés,  and prepare for 
interviews.

In addition to classroom instruction at OWCI, program 
participants will enjoy guest speakers, visit work-sites 
in the fields of animal science and agriculture; business 
and communication; and education, health, and 
technology, and enhance vocational skills.

Who Should Participate?

Individuals aged 14 to 21 who are enrolled in their 
school district’s transition program in the Omaha 
metropolitan area.

When and Where?

June 4 to July 27, 2018
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Ollie Webb Center, Inc. 
1941 South 42nd Street • Suite 122

Omaha, Nebraska 68105

How to Register:

Enrollment is limited so please contact Amanda 
Wells, OWCI Intake and Quality Assurance Specialist 
at 402.346.5220 ext. 19 or 
email awells@olliewebbinc.org to register.Saturday, June 2, 2018 • 6:30 P.M.
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“Time and money spent in helping people to do more for 

themselves is far better than mere giving.” ~ Henry Ford

The Arc of Omaha 2018 Membership Form
Your membership will be valid from January 1 through December 31, 2018

Thank you for your past support!  Please consider once again being a part of our team!

Name (s) ___________________________________________________________________________
(As you wish it to appear when we publicly recognize our members.)

Address ____________________________________________________________________________

City/State______________________________________________________ Zip _________________

Phone _________________________ E-mail *_ ____________________________________________

*May we send our monthly newsletter to your email address:   ____Yes     ____No

Each Single Membership is entitled to one (1) vote.  Each family membership is entitled to two (2) votes.
Please circle:        Single $25        Family $40        Contributing $75        Sustaining $100        Corporate $150

❒ I would like to sponsor an additional single membership for a person who is unable to pay, for an 
additional $25

Total amount enclosed:  $______________  Your contribution is tax deductible.

Please make your check payable to Ollie Webb Center, Inc. Mail this form and your check to:
Ollie Webb Center, Inc.,  1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122, Omaha, NE 68105

You are doing more than mere giving when you become a member of The Arc of Omaha.  You are 
supporting efforts to help individuals with developmental disabilities and their families lead lives of 
greater independence, productivity, integration, inclusion and self-determination.  By joining now, your 
membership will be valid for the calendar year 2018.  Membership options are outlined below.

The privileges of membership in The Arc of Omaha include:

Use of the Ollie Webb Center, Inc. pass to the Henry Doorly Zoo, discounts to many activities and events 
for individuals of all ages sponsored by The Arc of Omaha, support from The Arc of Nebraska and The Arc 
of the United States, including representation at local, state and national policy forums and publications 
sharing important information on a variety of topics, and the satisfaction of supporting a local agency 
that informs the public of the needs, rights and abilities of individuals with developmental disabilities.

2018 Arc of Omaha Membership Drive!
DON’T FORGET!

to renew your Arc of Omaha 
membership for 2018.  

The Arc of Omaha has a free Family Zoo Pass available for use by its 2018 members.  
It allows two adults and four children to visit the Henry Doorly Zoo.  Please note 
the following rules for its use:

1. The pass can be used anytime the zoo is open.

2. Families may use the pass as often as they like, as long as it is available.

3. Families using the pass must sign it out, giving their name, address, phone 
number, date of use and date returned.  If a family misuses the pass, it is possible that 
the pass may not be available for them to use again.

4. When families arrive at the zoo, they must present the pass and check in at the Visitors 
Center. 

Call 402.346.5220 to reserve the Family Zoo Pass. 

Zoo Pass Available to 2018 Arc Members!

Weather Policy

The following weather conditions may 
cause us to close our office and/or 
cancel/reschedule events.

• Tornado warnings

• Extreme heat of 90+ degrees and 
humidity

• Severe thunderstorms and/or 
lightning

If the weather is questionable, our 
services will be canceled.

If Omaha Public Schools cancel their 
day/evening activities and/or staff 

deem it unsafe for travel our services 
will be canceled.

Note: If you are not sure if an 
evening/weekend 

“Adult Services” event will be held or 
canceled, 

call 402.346.5220 ext. 31 

for event updates.  Most decisions will 
be posted by 3:00 p.m. for evening 
activities, and 8:00 a.m. for daytime 

activities.
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SIBSHOPS
(Ages 6 -13)

by Amanda Clark, Program Coordinator

aclark@olliewebbinc.org

S I SS B SHO P

Sibshops will be held on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at 

UNO’s Community Engagement Center. 

The dates are:

May 15, 2018

We will not be offering dinner, but will have snacks. The payment structure will still allow a significant discounted price for 
signing up early for all 9 sessions, which we highly encourage. Please plan to come to our sharing session for parents (in 
the newsletter) and please share if you have friends who might be interested in the program. 

Secondly, we can’t wait for you to meet our new facilitator, Isabella, who is studying psychology at Creighton University, 
has a lot of experience working with children and people with disabilities, and she has a younger brother who has Autism. 
And of course, we are also thrilled to have Jamie co-facilitating again this year. He has been a steadfast group leader who 
keeps the kids engaged in discussion and fun.

Lastly, please also let us know if you have a child who has “aged out” of Sibshops (14 or older). We may be interested in 
utilizing them as supportive mentors/volunteers during the program.

For RSVP’s and more information email aclark@olliewebbinc.org or call 402.346.5220 ext. 31.

9 sessions $90  •  5 sessions $50
1 session $12.50

Non-Members cost: 9 sessions $125
5 sessions $60  • 1 session $15

All ages (6-13) will meet from 
6:30-8:30 p.m.

(includes snack).
Participants split in age groups 

(6-8 and 9-13)



PARENT TO PARENT
For Children, Teens & Adults with Special Needs and their Families

by Denise Gehringer, Program Coordinator

dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org
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With Support provided by the Small Boat Bass Club

Hooked on Fishing

You are invited to fish with members of the Small Boat Bass Club at two 
privately-owned, well-stocked lakes in a park-like setting just outside of Omaha 
near Two Rivers State Park. The Small Boat Bass Club will provide fishing helpers 

and fishing equipment to catch the big one! Lunch will be provided for everyone 
thanks to the SBBC and their many sponsors.

Sunday, June 24, 2018, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

This event is by reservation only—Reservations are 

limited to 150, immediate family members only 

please.
 

To register go to: 

http://hookedonfishing2018.eventbrite.com

Special Note:  Maps, schedule for the day and directions to 
the site location will be emailed one week prior to the event 
to those that have RSVP’d.



The PRISM Project is sponsored by the Arc of Omaha 
at Ollie Webb Center, Inc., with assistance from the

 Nebraska Department of Education. 

PARENT RESOURCE INFORMATION
& SUPPORT MEETINGS

by Denise Gehringer, Program Coordinator

dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org PARENT RESOURCE and INFORMATION SUPPORT MEETINGS
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SAVE THE DATE: Fire & Safety Day - August 18, 2018

Watch for registration information soon! 

This event is for individuals of any age who have a 
special need and their families. It is hard to predict how 
anyone will behave in an emergency situation. 
Because of this, Fire and Safety Day is an excellent 
opportunity to meet face to face with emergency 
personnel, explore and learn about firetrucks, 
firefighter gear, ambulances, seat belt safety, first aid, 
poison control, 911, and more that could one day keep 
us safe in an emergency situation.

Bring the whole family for an afternoon jam-packed 
full of activities designed to provide your family with 
fire safety education, as well as, summer fun. See the 
rescue helicopter land and watch the firefighters put 
out a live fire! The fire training facility is a state of the 
art facility with room to accommodate everyone. Bring 
swimsuits and sunscreen for the kids so they can enjoy 
playing in large water sprinklers at the end of the day.

SAVE THE DATE

A retreat for anyone providing 

care, support or advocacy for 

another

For more information visit:
caregiverretreat.com

October 4, 2018
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
UNO Thompson Alumni Center
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NEXT CHAPTER BOOK CLUB
by Denise Gehringer, Program Coordinator

dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org

Friendship & literacy in a community setting!Friendship & literacy in a community setting!

14 Clubs Meeting in the Omaha Metro Area!14 Clubs Meeting in the Omaha Metro Area!14 Clubs Meeting in the Omaha Metro Area!
Friendship & literacy in a community setting!

Next Chapter Book Club
Next Chapter Book Club

• Book Clubs meet once a 
week for an hour as a small 
group at a local coffee 
shop to read and discuss a 
book.

• All reading levels can 
participate!  

• Members enjoy social 
connections and the 
delight of expanding their 
literacy.

• For more information email 
dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org 

Spots open in clubs that meet on 

Monday in Papillion, 

Tuesday in Papillion, Wednesday at 

180th and Center, 

Monday near 128th & Center, 

Tuesday in the Saddle Creek/Med 

Center area and 

Wednesday near 78th & Dodge.

Email ASAP to grab an open spot! 

dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org



ULTIMATE LIFE PROGRAM
(Ages 18 and Older)

by Denise Gehringer, Program Coordinator

dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org

Ultimate
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Ultimate Life Friends Moving Their Fancy Feet to the Beat!

 

The Ultimate Life Program is the place to be for fun and friends!
The Ultimate Life Program is a fee-based recreation program for adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities 18 years and older.  This 

program offers opportunities for adults to participate in small, planned group activities or one-on-one outings of their choice in the community. 
Trained companions accompany participants.  Transportation to and from the activities is part of the program.

APPLY NOW!  Registration fee $30.  For an application, contact: dgehringer@olliewebbinc.org  
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT!

Nearly five years ago, Opera Omaha’s Engagement 
Programs Manager contacted Jim Hoggatt, Ollie Webb 
Center, Inc.’s Artistic Director of The Art of Imagination 
to discuss possible partnership opportunities. This 
initial contact led to a strong and exciting collaboration 
between the two programs.  Since that time, Ollie Webb 
Center, Inc.’s (OWCI) program participants have 
attended opera rehearsals and Q&A sessions with the 
performers, dancers, and directors of Opera Omaha as 
well as participated in voice and music master classes 
with the Holland Community Opera Fellowship 
program.  

“The Holland Community Opera Fellowship brings 
community-minded, entrepreneurial artists to live and 
work in Omaha, to serve as an ambassador of the 
company by developing relationships with community 
leaders, and to design and implement unique projects 
combining artistry and musicianship, leadership, 
advocacy, and citizenship.”  

Participants enrolled in OWCI’s Musical Theatre and 
Vocal Training classes have benefited greatly from 
being involved with the opera’s fellows.  Jessica 
Johnson Brock and Chabrelle Williams hosted several 
master classes with OWCI participants over the two 
years of their fellowship.  They practiced movement and 
stage presence exercises as well as activities designed 
to strengthen vocal abilities.  OWCI instructors Colleen 
Kilcoyne and Shannon Bittner-Miller, each expressed 
their amazement at how involved all of the participants 
became in the master classes.  Bittner-Miller remarked, 
“After each workshop as we were driving back to the 
Ollie Webb Center, individuals were asking me when 
the next master class would take place.  They were that 
excited.”  

Opera Omaha Showcase
Musical Theatre Class

Most recently, Opera Omaha invited OWCI individuals 
and instructors to participate in interviews with 
possible future fellowship recipients.  The Opera Omaha 
fellows have also invited OWCI Musical Theatre 
students to perform with them at their final showcase 
on Saturday, April 28th at the Hot Shops Arts Center.  
The partnership between Opera Omaha and OWCI 
remains strong with future master classes already 
planned with the incoming fellows.
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OLLIE’S PHOTO GALLERY

AN EVENING WITH VINCENT



JUST FRIENDS NEWS
(Ages 13 -18)

by Amanda Clark, Program Coordinator

aclark@olliewebbinc.org
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Saturday, May 5 

& Saturday, June 9

Monday, May 7

& Monday, June 4

6:00 to 7:30 p.m. 

at Whole Foods Supermarket in Regency 

Community Shop and Learn

Shop and Learn is an evening class with an emphasis on healthy 
eating and meal planning in a community setting. As a group, we will 
discuss meal planning, shop for ingredients and prep a simple meal.

Please note: 
Class size is limited to 8 people.  Before sending in your 

check/registration, contact Amanda at 346-5220, Ext. 31 or 
aclark@olliewebbinc.org to see if space is still available.

Community Teen Lunch and Film Club

Start time between 12:15 - 12:30 p.m. 

 Westwood 8 Theater 

2809 S 125th Ave # 297 Omaha, NE 68144

Pick-up typically between 2:00 - 2:15 p.m.

Lunch is included.

Cost: $15/Arc member • $20/non-member

RSVP to Amanda Clark aclark@olliewebbinc.org
THIS IS A PRE-PAYMENT EVENT ONLY!

Includes hot dog, popcorn, beverage and admission 
for participant only

Please email aclark@olliewebbinc.org the week of the film to find 
out an exact time for arrivals and which film we will be seeing.

Spend the afternoon socializing, 
eating lunch and watching a movie 
with friends.

(Please meet us in the café/eating entrance – we will use the 
“meeting room” next to it)

Cost: $15/Arc member & $20/non-member

All Ages are invited to participate – please 
check with Amanda to be sure there is room 
before sending in your RSVP.

Circles is a well-regarded program which 
uses circles of different colors to teach people 

with disabilities about appropriate behavior  
based on the type of relationship they have with family, friends, 
and others.

Online Curriculum for this program can cost $300-1,200 and it 
won’t be personalized or have the value of peer discussions on 
topics such as: who you can touch and how, who you can trust and 
why, and who you can talk to and what you can say.

What better way to keep incorporating fitness in your 
life than with a group of peers and friends?! Each 
meeting we’ll have fun games, discussions and of 

course – physical activities to get everyone moving!

Types of exercise we will be trying with our own 
supported/adapted interests in mind:

Yoga   •   HIIT   •   Aerobics   •   Kick-boxing

Please wear comfortable clothes and shoes for fitness activity and 
bring a water bottle!

Cost: $5/Arc member and $10/non-member
RSVP to: aclark@olliewebbinc.org. 

Come to four classes and earn your first fitness prize!

Fitness Club

Saturday, May 19 & June 23

12:30 to 2:00 p.m.

St. Timothy’s (lower-level 

community room) 

510 North 92nd Street 
Omaha, NE 68131

Summer Social Skills and Relationship 

Boundaries Classes 
June 6, 13, 20, 27

Wednesdays • 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.

at Ollie Webb Center, Inc.

Cost: $60 Arc member/ $80 non-member 

 aclark@olliewebbinc.org or 402-346-5220 ext. 31

Circles
1
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JUST FRIENDS NEWS
(Ages 13 -18)

by Amanda Clark, Program Coordinator

aclark@olliewebbinc.org

RESERVATION FORM – Just Friends
 
Name:_____________________________________________________ Phone #: (_____)________________

Address:___________________________________________________ Zip: ___________________________
 
Date of Birth:______________________________ Allergies:  _____________________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact ________________________  Emergency Phone:  _____________________________
I allow the use of images for public relations purposes and release and discharge Ollie Webb Center, Inc. and its employees and volunteers from any liability as a 

result of my participation and/or my child’s participation in the Adult Services Program  *Signature: _______________________________

PLEASE CIRCLE THE EVENT(S) THAT CORRESPONDS WITH PAYMENT

Teen Lunch and Film Club (May 5) • (June 9)  ........................................................ $15 Arc members/$20 non-members

Community Shop and Learn (May 7) • (June 4)..................................................... $15 Arc members/$20 non-members

Fit Club (May 19) • (June 23) .......................................................................................... $10 Arc members/$15 non-members

Summer Circles I Series (June 6, 13, 20, 27) ........................................................... $60 Arc members/$80 non-members

Total Enclosed: $____________  Please make checks payable to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc.

Return to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc., Just Friends, 1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122, Omaha, NE 68105

Congratulations to new matches Emma Holtmeyer and Lindsay Krehbiel! 

mmmaaa NNNNNaamaaam

Funplex day for mentoring matches is June 25!
Monday, June 25, 2018

at Funplex

7003 Q Street • Omaha, NE 68117

Please email aclark@olliewebbinc.org to sign up your Just 
Friends match.

Midlands Mentoring Partnership is providing tickets for matches 
to the amusement park. Please plan to be in the sun and have 
some fun! Only matches are invited to attend so no OWCI staff 
will be present. Please plan to give an emergency contact when 
RSVP’s are emailed as well as information about who is drop-
ping off/picking-up and at what time.



ADULT SERVICES 
(Ages 19 and Older)

by Amanda Clark, Program Coordinator

aclark@olliewebbinc.org
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All Ages are invited to participate – please 
check with Amanda to be sure there is room 
before sending in your RSVP.

Circles is a well-regarded program which 
uses circles of different colors to teach people 

with disabilities about appropriate behavior  
based on the type of relationship they have with family, friends, 
and others.

Online Curriculum for this program can cost $300-1,200 and it 
won’t be personalized or have the value of peer discussions on 
topics such as: who you can touch and how, who you can trust and 
why, and who you can talk to and what you can say.

Saturday, May 12

& Saturday, June 16

Tuesday, May 8

& Tuesday, June 5

6:00 to 7:30 p.m. 

at Whole Foods Supermarket in Regency 

Shop and Learn

Shop and Learn is an evening class with an emphasis on healthy 
eating and meal planning in a community setting. As a group, we will 
discuss meal planning, shop for ingredients and prep a simple meal.

Please note: 
Class size is limited to 8 people.  Before sending in your 

check/registration, contact Amanda at 346-5220, Ext. 31 or 
aclark@olliewebbinc.org to see if space is still available.

Community Lunch and Film Club

Start time between 12:15 - 12:30 p.m. 

 Westwood 8 Theater 

2809 S 125th Ave # 297 Omaha, NE 68144

Pick-up typically between 2:00 - 2:15 p.m.

Lunch is included.

Cost: $15/Arc member • $20/non-member

RSVP to Amanda Clark aclark@olliewebbinc.org
THIS IS A PRE-PAYMENT EVENT ONLY!

Includes hot dog, popcorn, beverage and admission 
for participant only

Please email aclark@olliewebbinc.org the week of the film to find 
out an exact time for arrivals and which film we will be seeing.

Spend the afternoon socializing, 
eating lunch and watching a movie 
with friends.

(Please meet us in the café/eating entrance – we will use the 
“meeting room” next to it)

Cost: $15/Arc member & $20/non-member

What better way to keep incorporating fitness in your 
life than with a group of peers and friends?! Each 
meeting we’ll have fun games, discussions and of 

course – physical activities to get everyone moving!

Types of exercise we will be trying with our own 
supported/adapted interests in mind:

Yoga   •   HIIT   •   Aerobics   •   Kick-boxing

Please wear comfortable clothes and shoes for fitness activity and 
bring a water bottle!

Cost: $5/Arc member and $10/non-member
RSVP to: aclark@olliewebbinc.org. 

Come to four classes and earn your first fitness prize!

Fitness Club

Saturday, May 26 & June 30

12:30 to 2:00 p.m.

St. Timothy’s (lower-level 

community room) 

510 North 92nd Street 
Omaha, NE 68131

Summer Social Skills and Relationship 

Boundaries Classes 
June 6, 13, 20, 27

Wednesdays • 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.

at Ollie Webb Center, Inc.

Cost: $60 Arc member/ $80 non-member 

 aclark@olliewebbinc.org or 402-346-5220 ext. 31

Circles
1



ADULT SERVICES 
(Ages 19 and Older)

by Amanda Clark, Program Coordinator

aclark@olliewebbinc.org
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Shop and Learn ((May 8) • (June 5).............................................................................. $15 Arc members/$20 non-members

Adult Lunch and Film Club (May 12) • (June 16) ................................................... $15 Arc members/$20 non-members

Adult Fit Club ( May 26) • (June 30) ............................................................................. $  5 Arc members/$10 non-members

Summer Circles I Series (June 6, 13, 20, 27) ........................................................... $60 Arc members/$80 non-members

Total Enclosed: $____________  Please make checks payable to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc.

Return to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc., Adult Services, 1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122, Omaha, NE 68105

RESERVATION FORM – Adult Services
Name:_____________________________________________________ Phone #: (_____)________________

Address:____________________________________________________   Zip: __________________________
 
Date of Birth:______________________________ *Allergies:  _____________________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact ________________________  Emergency Phone:  _____________________________
I allow the use of images for public relations purposes and release and discharge Ollie Webb Center, Inc. and its employees and volunteers from any liability as a 

result of my participation and/or my child’s participation in the Adult Services Program *Signature: ________________________________

PLEASE CIRCLE THE EVENT(S) THAT CORRESPONDS WITH PAYMENT

F
IT

 C
L

U
B
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CAREER CORNER - PARTNERING WITH 

PLANET FITNESS

In the fall of 2017, Ollie Webb Center, Inc. (OWCI) pursued a 
partnership with Planet Fitness. With the help of Planet 
Fitness’ Regional Manager, OWCI’s Supported Employment 
department worked diligently to connect four job seekers 
to competitive employment opportunities within Planet 
Fitness’ organization.  These four individuals were quickly 
hired to fill diverse employment needs at three locations 
throughout the metropolitan area.
 
Planet Fitness’ Regional Manager recently shared, “We are 
honored to work with Ollie Webb. Planet Fitness is known as 
the ‘Judgment Free Zone’, this is not only true for our 
members but our staff as well. We feel privileged to help 
develop skills in the workplace that will help not only today 
but in the growth of these employees for years to come. The 
individuals we work with oftentimes teach us as much as 
we teach them.” 

Testimonials from other Planet Fitness leadership team 
members demonstrate their dedication to working with 
individuals with disabilities: “Shawn is an absolute joy to be 
around and work with” and “Mikeal and Alex are both hard 
workers. They always come in with smiles on their faces. 
They always want to learn new things.” 

As a whole, the Planet Fitness team has embraced the goal 
of community inclusion and has played an integral part in 
welcoming and training these new employees and their job 
coaches. The commitment from Planet Fitness helps 
promote and provide an avenue for teaching and 
reinforcing employability skills and also offers ongoing 
opportunities for career growth.

“I love the job. I love the patrons. I love my coworkers. Really I really do. It’s 
a perfect fit for me, not a good fit but it’s honestly a perfect fit.” - Askia 

“My favorite thing about Planet Fitness is the people I work with." - Mikeal"At Planet Fitness, I like it because if I need help, people are very helpful and 
friendly and answer my questions.” - Alex

“I work Monday, Wednesday, and Friday every week. I have four bosses 
here and they all help me out.” —-Shawn



CONTINUING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES
BOARD GAME DESIGN CLASS
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Recently Ollie Webb Center, Inc.’s (OWCI) Artistic Director Jim 
Hoggatt sat down with one of our continuing education instruc-
tors, Shannon Bittner-Miller, to discuss a new class that was created 
for the 2018 winter semester. In this Board Game Design class, 
participants create original art, design layouts, and step-by-step 
directions for a custom game.

JH You helped create a class for OWCI’s continuing education 
program called Board Game Design.  What kind of things do 
you do in the class?  

SBM We play a lot of games and then analyze those games as well 
as study the history of games, including why people play 
games.  We’ve studied age-appropriate games and educa-
tional games.  

JH And your students are also creating their own games?

SBM Yes.  Every individual by the end of the semester will have 
created their own board game or card game.  We already 
have one game completed and we are in our third round of 
testing for that game.  

JH What are the challenges you’re finding with this class?

SBM Class participants trusting themselves—new experiences, 
trusting themselves and their designs.  They have created 
some really great designs.  Personally I find a lot of the 
designs are equal to or more creative than some of the 
designs by college students that I’ve seen.  We’re lucky 
because we’ve been able to borrow some of the same 
curriculum as the college programs.  We’ve been following all 
the same steps as they would in a college course.  And it’s 
really going well.  We’re trying to push ourselves.  

JH Can you describe one of the games that a class participant 
has created in class?

SBM We have a WWE Wrestling game.  We have a Spanish to 
English game that teaches numbers, animals and other 
Spanish phrases.  We have UNO the Board Game.  We also 
have a golf card game, where you win by having the lowest 
score, and the designer doesn’t even play golf.  

JH You’ve partnered with local organizations for this project.  
One is the Spielbound Board Game Café.  What are the 
others?

SBM We are also working with the South Omaha Library.  The 
librarians actually accepted a challenge to battle our 
students in an UNO tournament.  We’ve also created a 
lunchtime UNO tournament at the Ollie Webb Center.  

JH And the partnerships are working well?

SBM Yes.  Everyone has been very helpful.  The truth is that board 
games are now more popular than they’ve ever been.  So, 
you now can find board game clubs and even classes on 
board games at the University of Nebraska.  

JH What are your plans for next semester in regards to the Board 
Game Design class?

SBM Next semester we are going to be looking at finding ways to 
adapt existing games to work better for people with varying 
disabilities.  And we are also planning on creating new games 
adapted for individuals with disabilities.  For example, this 
semester we were able to obtain a deck of Braille UNO cards 
so the entire class can join in and play.  

The Board Game Design class is a great example of the innovative 
and challenging courses and projects that Ollie Webb Center, Inc.’s 
continuing education program delivers to individuals with disabili-
ties.  Be on the lookout for available summer classes in the May 
Continuing Education Course Catalog.
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