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The office of Ollie Webb Center, Inc. is not
currently open to visitors. Team members
are continuing to work and provide services
remotely. The best way of communicating
at this time is by calling our main number
at 402-346-5220 or by email.

Mission Statement

To enrich the lives of individuals with
developmental disabilities and their
families through collaboration, advocacy,
relationships, and education.

Artwork by Calvin “Sonny” Clarke

Ollie Webb Center, Inc. • 1941 South 42nd Street • Suite 122 • Omaha, NE 68105 • 402.346.5220

OLLIE'S BULLETIN BOARD

DON’T FORGET!

to renew your Arc of Omaha
membership for 2022.

2022 Arc of Omaha Membership Drive!
“Time and money spent in helping people to do more for
themselves is far better than mere giving.” ~ Henry Ford
You are doing more than mere giving when you become a member of The Arc of Omaha. You are supporting efforts to
help individuals with developmental disabilities and their families lead lives of greater independence, productivity,
integration, inclusion and self-determination.
Becoming a member for 2022 is easy! Options start at just $25. This can be done is mail (fill out the form below) or
online at www.olliewebbinc.org. The benefits of continued membership include:
• Use of the Ollie Webb Center, Inc. pass to Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo. Pass use is unlimited based on availability and
entitles 2 adults and up to 6 children free admission to the zoo.

Weather Policy
The following weather conditions may
cause us to close our office and/or
cancel/reschedule events.
•

Tornado warnings

•

Extreme heat of 90+ degrees and
humidity

•

Severe thunderstorms and/or
lightning

If the weather is questionable, our
services will be canceled.
If Omaha Public Schools cancel their
day/evening activities and/or staff
deem it unsafe for travel our services
will be canceled.
Note: If you are not sure if an
evening/weekend event
will be held or canceled,
call 402.346.5220 ext. 31
for event updates.
Most decisions will be posted by 3:00
p.m. for evening activities, and 8:00
a.m. for daytime activities.

• Discounts on many activities and events sponsored by The Arc of Omaha. For more information, please reference our
monthly newsletter or www.olliewebbinc.org.
• Support from The Arc of Nebraska and The Arc of the United States, including representation at local, state, and
national policy forums and publications on a variety of topics.
• The satisfaction of supporting a local community agency that tirelessly informs the public of the needs, rights, and
abilities of individuals with developmental disabilities.
Your Arc of Omaha membership sends a strong message in support of the rights of individuals with intellectual
and developmental disabilities. Please consider becoming a member today!

The Arc of Omaha 2022 Membership Form
Your membership will be valid from January 1 through December 31, 2022
Thank you for your past support! Please consider once again being a part of our team!
Name (s)___________________________________________________________________________
(As you wish it to appear when we publicly recognize our members.)

Address____________________________________________________________________________
City/State______________________________________________________ Zip_________________
Phone _________________________ E-mail *_____________________________________________
*May we send our monthly newsletter to your email address: ____Yes

____No

Each Single Membership is entitled to one (1) vote. Each family membership is entitled to two (2) votes.
Please circle:
Single $25
Family $40
Contributing $75
Sustaining $100
Corporate $150
 I would like to sponsor an additional single membership for a person who is unable to pay, for an additional $25

Total amount enclosed: $______________ Your contribution is tax deductible.
Please make your check payable to Ollie Webb Center, Inc. Mail this form and your check to:
Ollie Webb Center, Inc., 1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122, Omaha, NE 68105

Zoo Pass Available to 2022 Arc Members!
The Arc of Omaha has a free Family Zoo Pass available for use by its 2022 members.
It allows two adults and six children to visit the Henry Doorly Zoo. Please note the following
rules for its use:
1. The pass can be used anytime the zoo is open.
2. Families may use the pass as often as they like, as long as it is available.
3. Families using the pass must sign it out, giving their name, address, phone number, date of use
and date returned. If a family misuses the pass, it is possible that the pass may not be available
for them to use again.
4. When families arrive at the zoo, they must present the pass and check in at the Visitors Center.
Call 402.346.5220 to reserve the Family Zoo Pass.
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MENTORING SERVICES
Best Buddies
Best Buddies is a peer mentoring program for adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Through this
program, adults with disabilities are matched to Creighton college students and participate in social and recreational
activities, enabling these individuals to experience friendships with peers.

Best Buddies Year in Review
As we approach the end of this year in Best Buddies, we want to thank everyone involved, for such a wonderful
year of in-person events and virtual trainings. A special shout out to the buddies, college peer buddies, associate
members, and executive team members for the hard work and dedication in cultivating lasting friendships
through community group events, individual hangouts, and weekly phone calls/texts. We hope to see you back
in the fall for Best Buddies!
• October: Matching Ceremony & Henry Doorly Zoo
• November: Bowling
• December: Holiday Party
• February: Creighton Women's Basketball Game
• March: Spring Fling Formal Dance
• April: Annual Talent Show
• Virtual Ambassador Trainings
Member registration for Best Buddies 2022-2023 will begin July 1, 2022 and end approximately October 1, 2022
(official deadline is subject to change). Registration will be accessed through bestbuddies.org/join starting on
July 1st. Further instructions will be posted as the date becomes closer.

Alexa Edwards, Program Coordinator • aedwards@olliewebbinc.org
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HEALTH, WELLNESS, AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
Next Chapter Book Club

Book Clubs meet once a week for an hour as a small group at a local coffee shop to read and discuss a book. All
reading levels can participate! Members enjoy social connections and the delight of expanding their literacy.

Next Chapter B

oo k C l u b

Looking for a good read? Wanting to socialize with
friends? Look no further than Next Chapter Book Club
at Ollie Webb Center, Inc.! Pictured are members of
one of the clubs enjoying a St. Patty’s themed dinner
and ending the night with a movie related to their
latest read. Book club members enjoy weekly
meetings filled with reading and discussion. There are
openings for new club members as well as facilitators.
Questions? Email Alexis at
aehrhardt@olliewebbinc.org.

Friendship & literacy in a community setting!
Alexis Ehrhardt, Program Coordinator • aehrhardt@olliewebbinc.org
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SIBSHOPS / STARS BASKETBALL

Sibshops is an award-winning nationally-affiliated program for youth ages six to thirteen years and
is uniquely designed to provide high-energy activities for brothers and sisters of children with developmental
disabilities. Sibshops is a place where siblings may obtain peer support and education within a recreational context
while having fun, and allows sibs to connect with each other about similar experiences.

What are SibShops? SibShops seek to provide young siblings of children with intellectual and development
disabilities with opportunities for peer support. Because SibShops are designed primarily for school-age
children, peer support is provided within a lively, recreational context that emphasizes a kids'-eye-view.
What are the goals of the SibShops?
• Goal 1: Provide opportunities to meet other siblings in a relaxed, recreational setting.
• Goal 2: Provide opportunities to discuss common joys and concerns.
• Goal 3: Provide an opportunity to learn how others handle situations commonly experienced by siblings
of children with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
• Goal 4: Provide siblings with an opportunity to learn more about the implications of their sibling's needs.
• Goal 5: Provide parents and other professionals with opportunities to learn more about the concerns and
opportunities frequently experienced by brothers and sisters of people with intellectual and
developmental.
Stay tuned for SibShops registration openings!

STARS Basketball Returns in the Fall

star s
OWCI

BASKETBALL

The STARS basketball program provides individuals with
developmental and intellectual disabilities an opportunity to learn
basic basketball skills and play games for a six-week session. Games
are played for recreation and leisure, to promote team
opportunities, peer socialization, exercise and physical fitness.
Evening teams are divided up based on age and/or skill groups.
Both leisure sessions and competitive sessions are offered.
We recommend that each participant consult with their physician
prior to beginning a new fitness, exercise, or sports program. Please
look out for registration forms soon!

For more information, please call 402-346-5220
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THE ART OF IMAGINATION

The Art of Imagination classes are focused on the visual and performing arts. Classes offer artistic opportunities in
traditional art forms such as painting, writing, drawing and photography and more. Theater classes include
improvisation, playwriting, scripted pieces and radio drama culminating in rehearsals and public performances.

Professional Opportunities and Speakers for The Art of Imagination Participants
It has long been the aim of The Art of Imagination (AoI) to
help the individuals involved in the program to seek out
professional opportunities in the arts. Participants in the
program strengthen their overall vocational abilities from
their experiences working on AoI projects and activities. AoI
has partnered with other local organizations such as Opera
Omaha and WhyArts to help individuals gain new skills.

begin January 2023 and will be presented at area
elementary schools during normal school hours. This is a
professional opportunity for all performers involved.
Compensation will be $50.00 per hour for rehearsals,
workshops, and performances.

WhyArts

Jacob Yates, Associate Musical Director and Cellist for the
first national touring company of Hadestown, visited and
spoke with AoI’s The Elements of Theater and Performance
course in April. Jacob is currently traveling the nation with
the theater company performing in many major cities. He
answered questions for class participants regarding his daily
routine in his job and his responsibilities. He recounted
anecdotes including a time when the production
percussionist was ill and the play was performed without
any drums.

Recently local Omaha arts program WhyArts, Inc.
announced a revival of Kids on the Block, an educational
puppet program for grades K-4 that will help teach children
about disability awareness, medical-educational
differences, and social concerns. The performances will be
comprised of 20-minute plays centered on specific
disabilities. Each puppet will be operated by an
actor/puppeteer of different abilities who accurately
represents that puppet. A number of AoI individuals and
staff have auditioned for the upcoming program.
Actors who are cast in the project will work collaboratively
with WhyArts staff to learn basic puppeteering skills and to
rehearse the plays. Rehearsals will begin May 25, 2022, and
continue throughout the summer. Workshop performances
will begin September 2022. Assembly performances will

Professional Guest Speakers

AoI’s mission is to empower, develop and encourage
self-expression in adults with disabilities through
professional opportunities in the visual and performing arts.
By working with WhyArts and through bringing examples of
professional theater artists like Jacob Yates, AoI is continuing
to fulfill its mission.

Pictured below are Jacob Yates and AoI’s The Elements of Theater and Performance participants.

Jim Hoggatt, Artistic Director • jhoggatt@olliewebbinc.org
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CONTINUING EDUCATION

The Continuing Education program extends the learning experience beyond high school. Classes are offered in a variety
of formats and settings and focus on independent living, money management, social and employment-related skills.
Courses provide a person-centered approach that focuses on increased independence as opposed to the maintenance of
skills. A five day-a-week program is available and follows a typical college schedule.

Government in Action
At the end of March, OWCI’s Job Readiness and Career Exploration class took a tour of the State Capitol in Lincoln. Thanks to
Senator Rita Sanders, course participants received a backstage look into lawmaking as many laws personally affect their
lives.
Upon arrival, OWCI participants watched a senatorial debate. The Speaker
of the House gave a special introduction to the class. The group then went
into the rotunda area and were personally greeted by their individual
senators, before going on a guided tour of the building where they
learned about its history as well as that of Nebraska. Before heading back,
course participants again watched the debates. One individual discussed
how much he enjoyed watching the process, knowing the direct impact
on him.
In addition to highlighting this tour, OWCI would also like to thank our
participants and families for their efforts in emailing and calling their
senators to override the governor’s line-item veto of the desperately
needed 15% rate increase for intellectual and developmental disabilities
providers. These services require adequate staff ratios and need the
dollars to provide the most person-centered community-based services.
Thanks to the amazing efforts of participants and families, the veto
override was successful.
We are excited that OWCI’s Job Readiness and Career Exploration class
had the opportunity to go on the tour and see directly how government
works and how their input and voice make a difference in the process.

David Ackermann, Education Services Manager • dackermann@olliewebbinc.org
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SUPPORTED EMPLOYMENT

Supported employment is a community-based work option for adults with developmental disabilities. Supported
employment is based on the premise that work should be accessible to everyone, regardless of disability. By providing
the necessary support, people with disabilities increase their opportunity for community integration, independence and
productivity. Services in this area include: Job Development and Job Coaching.

Supported Employment Outcomes
OWCI is excited to be part of a Supported Employment Outcomes Study across the state of Nebraska for
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

Goal: The Nebraska Council on Developmental Disabilities will collaborate with Nebraska Developmental
Disability Network Partners, state agencies, community programs, and other stakeholders to provide
resources and improve competitive, integrated, and meaningful opportunities for
employment, including self-employment with competitive wages, for Nebraskans with intellectual
and developmental disabilities.
Objective: To conduct a comprehensive Employment and Supported Employment Outcomes Study across
the state of Nebraska to identify necessary systemic changes to Nebraska’s employment support
system.

Findings: The results and outcomes will be used to educate individuals with intellectual and developmental
disabilities and their families so they can help advocate for systemic changes and remove
barriers. Findings will be shared with leadership at Nebraska VR, the Division of Developmental Disabilities,
and the Nebraska Legislature.

For more information, please call 402-346-5220
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INDEPENDENT LIVING

Independent living services provide instruction for individuals who live in their own home (apartment or house) or
in their family’s home. Education, training and support is provided to maintain or increase independent living skills,
such as money management, health and safety, interpersonal relations, community awareness, recreational skills,
nutrition, hygiene and leisure.

Meet Jenny!
Independent Living in Action Through Community Connections
Jenny and Ollie Webb Center, Inc. staff member Chris
Greco-Dawson are working on independence with
healthy living, including exercise and healthy meal
choices. Chris and Jenny enjoy going to the Croc
Center to exercise and socialize with others in the
community. Sometimes they go out to eat or shop
for groceries and discuss healthy eating. Jenny
enjoys attending community events and activities
with Chris. Jenny is looking forward to moving into
her own apartment in the fall of 2023 or spring of
2024.
Jenny also participates in Special Olympics
Swimming and Ollie Webb Center, Inc.’s Next Chapter
Book Club and The Art of Imagination. She has
performed in Fear Liath in 2016, The White Gander in
2018, Morozko in 2019, and Dionysia: Three Great
Myths in 2021. In July 2009, Jenny began her
employment at Ollie Webb Center, Inc. as the agency
receptionist and volunteers at Ollie’s Dream Gala
every year. Jenny is a great advocate for citizens with
intellectual and developmental disabilities and
recently attended The Arc of Nebraska’s 51st Annual
Senatorial Event.

Lisa McMichael, Independent Living Services Manager • lmcmichael@olliewebbinc.org
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The Arc of Omaha & Career Solutions, Inc.
1941 South 42nd Street
Suite 122
Omaha, NE 68105-2942
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

For more information about Ollie Webb Center,
Inc. activities and programs, you can pull up
our website on your smart phone QR app!

Administrative Office Staff
402.346.5220

STAFF DIRECTORY

Ext.
Laurie Ackermann

Executive Director

Aimee Addison

Quality Assurance Specialist

19

Audry Childers

Human Resources

29

Jill Conway

Assistant Executive Director

20

It’s Free!

17

Lisa Dougherty

Compliance Director

22

Megan Hillebrandt

Controller

21

Jenny Koley

Receptionist

34

Robin McArthur

Operations Director

12

Jordan Stocking

Executive Assistant

10

Program Support Staff
402.346.5220 or 402.342.4418
Ext.

Ext.

David Ackermann

Education Services Manager

13

Jim Hoggatt

Artistic Director

30

Cheri Albin

Family Services Coordinator

14

Lisa McMichael

Independent Living Services Manager

24

Alexa Edwards

Mentoring Services Coordinator

31

Carrie Nath

Managing Director

36

Alexis Ehrhardt

Arc Program Manager

23

If you have received this newsletter via e-mail in error and/or wish to unsubscribe and no longer receive this newsletter, please send an e-mail to info@olliewebbinc.org with “unsubscribe”
in the subject line. You may also contact us to unsubscribe by sending a letter to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc. • 1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122 • Omaha, NE 68105

