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Volunteers are very important to this event – we’d like to involve EVERYONE! This is
an excellent community service project for all ages. Volunteers, in small groups, go
door-to-door in neighborhoods throughout Omaha to sell honey.

CorporaƟons: Sell honey on site in lunchrooms or lobbies - or a friendly intra-oﬃce
compe

on!

Schools: Opportunity for Student Volunteer hours – through door-to-door sales; at local
places of business; or at school sponsored ac vi es (sports, musicals, plays) provided by
student clubs, organiza ons and/or civics classes.
Churches and Synagogues: Youth and service groups sell either door to door or a er
Worship services. A great way to get community service hours.
Family and Friends: Canvas your own neighborhood; reach out and share the
sweetness across the city with your family and friends.
Par cipa on is simple to arrange for group leaders.
You provide the volunteers, and we handle the details.

To learn more or to volunteer, please contact:
Ollie Webb Center, Inc.
(402) 346-5220

Mission Statement
To enrich the lives of individuals
with developmental disabilities
and their families through support,
programs and advocacy.

Please share this informa on with
others who may be interested.

1941 S. 42nd St., Suite 122 | Omaha, NE 68105 | (402) 346-5220 | www.olliewebbinc.org

Ollie Webb Center, Inc. • 1941 South 42nd Street • Suite 122 • Omaha, NE 68105 • 402.346.5220

OLLIE'S BULLETIN BOARD

DON’T FORGET!

2019 Arc of Omaha Membership Drive!

to renew your Arc of Omaha
membership for 2019.

“Time and money spent in helping people to do more for
themselves is far better than mere giving.” ~ Henry Ford
You are doing more than mere giving when you become a member of The Arc of Omaha. You are
supporting efforts to help individuals with developmental disabilities and their families lead lives of
greater independence, productivity, integration, inclusion and self-determination. By joining now, your
membership will be valid for the calendar year 2019. Membership options are outlined below.
The privileges of membership in The Arc of Omaha include:

Weather Policy
The following weather conditions may
cause us to close our office and/or
cancel/reschedule events.
•

Tornado warnings

•

Extreme heat of 90+ degrees and
humidity

•

Severe thunderstorms and/or
lightning

If the weather is questionable, our
services will be canceled.
If Omaha Public Schools cancel their
day/evening activities and/or staff
deem it unsafe for travel our services
will be canceled.
Note: If you are not sure if an
evening/weekend event
will be held or canceled,
call 402.346.5220 ext. 31
for event updates.
Most decisions will be posted by 3:00
p.m. for evening activities, and 8:00
a.m. for daytime activities.

Use of the Ollie Webb Center, Inc. pass to the Henry Doorly Zoo, discounts to many activities and events
for individuals of all ages sponsored by The Arc of Omaha, support from The Arc of Nebraska and The Arc
of the United States, including representation at local, state and national policy forums and publications
sharing important information on a variety of topics, and the satisfaction of supporting a local agency
that informs the public of the needs, rights and abilities of individuals with developmental disabilities.

The Arc of Omaha 2019 Membership Form
Your membership will be valid from January 1 through December 31, 2019
Thank you for your past support! Please consider once again being a part of our team!
Name (s)___________________________________________________________________________
(As you wish it to appear when we publicly recognize our members.)

Address____________________________________________________________________________
City/State______________________________________________________ Zip_________________
Phone _________________________ E-mail *_____________________________________________
*May we send our monthly newsletter to your email address: ____Yes

____No

Each Single Membership is entitled to one (1) vote. Each family membership is entitled to two (2) votes.
Please circle:
Single $25
Family $40
Contributing $75
Sustaining $100
Corporate $150

❒

I would like to sponsor an additional single membership for a person who is unable to pay, for an
additional $25
Total amount enclosed: $______________ Your contribution is tax deductible.
Please make your check payable to Ollie Webb Center, Inc. Mail this form and your check to:
Ollie Webb Center, Inc., 1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122, Omaha, NE 68105

Zoo Pass Available to 2019 Arc Members!
The Arc of Omaha has a free Family Zoo Pass available for use by its 2019 members.
It allows two adults and four children to visit the Henry Doorly Zoo. Please note
the following rules for its use:
1. The pass can be used anytime the zoo is open.
2. Families may use the pass as often as they like, as long as it is available.
3. Families using the pass must sign it out, giving their name, address, phone
number, date of use and date returned. If a family misuses the pass, it is possible that
the pass may not be available for them to use again.
4. When families arrive at the zoo, they must present the pass and check in at the Visitors
Center.
Call 402.346.5220 to reserve the Family Zoo Pass.
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FAMILY SERVICES
PRISM
PARENT RESOURCE and INFORMATION SUPPORT MEETINGS

PRISM (Parent Resource Information and Support Meetings) provide informational and support programs
for families of individuals with developmental disabilities. Family-friendly meetings offer educational programs,
disability-related information and the opportunity to network with other parents and children with disabilities.

“Beyond Barriers and Cultivating the Spirit to Work”
On August 16, Ollie Webb Center, Inc. (OWCI) had the honor and pleasure of welcoming
acclaimed author and trainer, Denise Bissonette to share her expertise in Supported
Employment with a group of parents and professionals. Drawing from over two decades of
experience, Denise used her personable and witty approach and was able to bridge gaps
and connect each person through a common goal; successful job development for
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities and the families and
professionals that support them on their journey.
Denise shared personal struggles and success stories that renewed hope and revitalized
hearts in addition to addressing specific scenarios provided by group participants. She
focused on the critical nature the human spirit plays and shared the four pillars of hope,
courage, belief, and action as facilitators of change. She simplified the practice of job
development as the process of coaching rather than counseling. Attendees shared that the
presentation was, “life-changing”, “quite powerful and real” and “a reminder of the infinite
possibilities and opportunities that exist and to be open to the options”.
We want to extend our appreciation to Nebraska VR for the opportunity to offer this PRISM
session in partnership with OWCI’s Pre-Employment Transition Summer Program.

Blaine Villafuerte, Employment Services Manager • bvillafuerte@olliewebbinc.org
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SUPPORTED EMPLOYMENT

Supported employment is a community-based work option for adults with developmental disabilities. Supported
employment is based on the premise that work should be accessible to everyone, regardless of disability. By providing
the necessary support, people with disabilities increase their opportunity for community integration, independence and
productivity. Services in this area include: Job Development and Job Coaching.

Summer Success - Pre-Employment Transition Summer Program 2019
For the third consecutive year, the Ollie Webb Center was awarded a grant from Nebraska VR to provide a Pre-Employment
Transition Program to transition-age youth. This year, OWCI served 17 program participants for twenty-two weeks ranging in
age from 15-21 who were interested in increasing employability through a wide array of career exploration and job-readiness
experiences.
Full-time instructors provided participants with classroom learning opportunities focused on employability skills such as
appearance, effort, professional communication, and interviewing using the James Stanfield Transitions Curriculum.
Curriculum based learning was coupled with hands-on community activities allowing participants to apply what they learned
in the community and to observe those skills in action. Participants were presented with increased volunteer activities this
year at The Big Garden and Scatter Joy Acres promoting hands-on experiences in two highly sought after career fields. Tours
were provided by TJ Maxx, Creighton University, Metropolitan Community College, Bellevue Police Department, Onyx Street
Boutique, NRG Media, and La Petite. Speakers supported additional learning opportunities in the field of small business and
athletic training from Coach Moe’s Athletics, fundraising, health services, and communications.
Intertwined with classroom learning and community activities, participants engaged in several other events, including Dress
for Success; an interactive day putting to use classroom knowledge gained about appropriate interview and professional
attire. Participants put this activity into practice by participating in mock interviews with professionals from a local companies.
Simulated interviews with support from a job coach occurred where students received feedback directly from the interviewer
in real-time and set personal goals for improvement. The summer program culminated with participants presenting an
electronic personal vision board to a group of peers, family members, and community members that reflected each student’s
unique personalities, goals, and achievements using Microsoft PowerPoint and Google Docs.
OWCI was excited to develop new employer and local partnerships while increasing the pre-employment knowledge and
skills of program participants. Thanks again to Nebraska VR for providing the opportunity to help us promote greater visibility
and understanding of individuals with disabilities and the positive contributions that they can make within their communities
through competitive integrated employment. We look forward to future opportunities to provide transition-age youth with
employment services.

Blaine Villafuerte, Employment Services Manager • bvillafuerte@olliewebbinc.org
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SUPPORTED EMPLOYMENT

Blaine
BlaineVillafuerte,
Villafuerte,Employment
EmploymentServices
ServicesManager
Manager• •bvillafuerte@olliewebbinc.org
bvillafuerte@olliewebbinc.org
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HEALTH, WELLNESS, AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
Next Chapter Book Club
Book Clubs meets once a week for an hour as a small group at a local coffee shop to read and discuss a book. All
reading levels can participate! Members enjoy social connections and the delight of expanding their literacy.

NEXT CHAPTER BOOK CLUB UPDATE
Below are some highlights from a recent NCBC report compiled from our Volunteer Facilitators:

Socialization among members:
“Each member looks out for each other. They communicate if they are going to be gone and follow up with issues that
may be concerning. They share their passions, hopes and are truly themselves when we are together!”
“This group is very close and are always concerned when someone is missing and they don’t know where they are or if
they are ill.”

Joining a book club (and reading aloud) can be intimidating, but here is what
some of our Facilitators had to share to help encourage individuals:
“We see good teamwork supports and encouragement among the team.”
“One member who reads aloud quite well used to pass every week (decline to take a turn reading) but during the past
year she has read every week.”

How is the reception from staff and other customers at our meeting places?
“The positivity from staff and customers is humbling! The customers are smiling and responsive to us and have given
us smiles and generous support. There is nothing but good vibes from all!”
“We have been very well received by our host site staff and management. Very helpful and very positive.”

Why be a Facilitator?
“Members are more excited to see me than my own family members!”
“I have a rather stressful daytime job and book club is my once a week escape to see people whom I consider to be my
friends. Our book club is full of enthusiastic readers who truly love this club. They love to have a good laugh and often
will laugh at the smallest things in the reading. I love seeing the improvement they make in their literacy and just the
friendships that have developed.”
“I am almost 63 years old and it is the most rewarding volunteer work I have ever done in my life.”

Tara Waln-Lewellyn, Program Coordinator • twaln-lewellyn@olliewebbinc.org
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HEALTH, WELLNESS, AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
Ultimate
Ultimate Life Program
The Ultimate Life program is a fee-based companion recreation program for adults aged 18 and older with
developmental disabilities. This program offers opportunities for adults to participate in small, planned group activities
or one-on-one outings of their choice in the community. Trained staff accompany participants and transportation to and
from the activities is part of the program. APPLY NOW! Registration fee is $30.

BACK TO COOL WITH ULTIMATE LIFE
Just because Summer is coming to an end doesn’t mean the Ultimate Life slows down!

Join us this fall for the following activities:
Benson First Friday
Sidewalk Chalk Festival
Spielbound Board Game Café
Miniature Golf
The final Night Market of the year at Turner Park
Dinner and a Movie
Dave & Busters
Bowling
Dancing
and much more!

Tara Waln-Lewellyn, Program Coordinator • twaln-lewellyn@olliewebbinc.org
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FAMILY SERVICES
Sibshops

Sibshops is an award-winning nationally-affiliated program for youth ages six to thirteen years and
is uniquely designed to provide high-energy activities for brothers and sisters of children with developmental
disabilities. Sibshops is a place where siblings may obtain peer support and education within a recreational context
while having fun, and allows sibs to connect with each other about similar experiences.

S I B SHO P S
All ages (6-13) will meet from
6:30-8:30 p.m.
(includes snack).
Participants split in age groups
(6-8 and 9-13)

9 sessions $90 • 5 sessions $50
1 session $12.50
Non-Members cost: 9 sessions $125
5 sessions $60 • 1 session $15

The first session will be held on September 24.
What are Sibshops? For the adults who plan them and the agencies that sponsor them, Sibshops are best
described as opportunities for brothers and sisters of children with special health and developmental needs to
obtain peer support and education within a recreational context.
Sibshops seek to provide siblings with opportunities for peer support. As Sibshops are designed (primarily) for
school-aged children, peer support is provided within a lively, recreational context that emphasizes a
kids’-eye-view.
Sibshops is offered at the same time and location as an adult series presented by Down Syndrome Alliance of
the Midlands. Parents are encouraged to register for this series and to register their children for Sibshops. To
register for the adult series, please go to their website: https://www.dsamidlands.org/events/.
This month’s workshop description is DEVELOPING AND IMPLEMENTING BEHAVIOR PLANS: LIKE A BOSS.
Please also let us know if you have a child who has “aged out” of Sibshops (14 or older). They may be eligible to
participate as supportive mentors/volunteers during the program. For RSVP’s and more information, please
email jstocking@olliewebbinc.org or call 402.342.4418 ext. 10.
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FAMILY SERVICES
Parent to Parent
For Children, Teens & Adults with Disabilities and their Families

Parent to Parent Omaha is a parent-to-parent support program for families of newly-diagnosed children with
developmental disabilities. The program offers information and emotional support through parent-to-parent matches
and socialization activities designed both for parents and their children. The program also offers parent-to-parent
matches for families of adolescents and adults with developmental disabilities.

Free Event for Children, Teens & Young Adults with Special Needs and their Families

Bruce Tomes

Day on the Water
with Ollie Webb Center, Inc., Missouri River Valley Padders and Nebraska Game and Parks

Platte River State Park

Sunday, September 29, 2019 • 12:30 - 4:00 p.m.
Join Ollie Webb Center, Inc. and the Missouri River Valley Paddlers for some fun at Platte River State Park. On
this afternoon, those with developmental disabilities of any age and their immediate family members will be
given an opportunity to participate in kayaking and canoeing.
Cost is free for the event, but there will be a $6 fee per vehicle to enter the park.
You are welcome to bring your own picnic lunch if you wish as we are not providing lunch for this activity.
Adult supervision is required so you may not send your child, teen or adult that needs support alone to this
event. Once you are registered, you will receive additional information to your email address. Don’t forget to
BRING SUNSCREEN!
Reservations for this event are required. A limited number of spots are available, so make your reservation ASAP!

To register go to: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bruces-tomes-day-on-the-water10th-anniversary-free-event-tickets-64425916651
Cheri Albin, Program Coordinator • calbin@olliewebbinc.org
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2OOLH:HEE&HQWHU,QF
ĂƐŬĞƚďĂůů>ĞĂŐƵĞĨŽƌ/ŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůƐǁŝƚŚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚĂůŝƐĂďŝůŝƚŝĞƐʹ&ĂůůϮϬϭϵ
^ĞŶĚĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚƌĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƚŝŽŶĨŽƌŵĂŶĚĐŚĞĐŬŵĂĚĞŽƵƚƚŽ͗Kt/
WůĞĂƐĞǁƌŝƚĞ͞ĂƐŬĞƚďĂůů͟ŝŶŵĞŵŽŽŶĐŚĞĐŬ͘

3OHDVHFKHFNSUHIHUUHG
SURJUDPFKRLFH

1941 South 42 Street, #122, Omaha, NE 68105.

3OHDVHFKHFN SUHIHUUHGSURJUDPFKRLFH

5IFUFFOMFBHVFTIBWFNPWFEEBZTBOEMPDBUJPO

DŽŶĚĂǇ>ĞĂŐƵĞ
ƵƚŝƐŵĞŶƚĞƌ
ϵϬϭϮY^ƚƌĞĞƚ
^ĞƉƚϵ͕ϭϲ͕Ϯϯ͕ϯϬ
KĐƚϳ͕ϭϰ

If you have questions, please contact ŝŵĞĞĚĚŝƐŽŶĂƚ ĂĂĚĚŝƐŽŶ@olliewebbinc.org

67$56%DVNHWEDOO5HJLVWUDWLRQ

6:00-6:30 Children (age 5-11)
6:30-7:30 p.m. Adult Leisure
7:30-8:30 p.m. Adult Competitive

Name_______________________________________________________________
DOB_______________________ Age_________
Address__________________________________________________________________ͺ
City____________________________________ State_______________ Zip___________ͺ

&ƌŝĚĂǇ>ĞĂŐƵĞ
ƵƚŝƐŵĞŶƚĞƌ
ϵϬϭϮY^ƚƌĞĞƚ
^ĞƉƚϭϯ͕ϮϬ͕Ϯϳ
KĐƚϰ͕ϭϭ͕Ϯϱ

Day Phone___________________________

Evening Phone________________________

WĂƌĞŶƚƐͬ'ƵĂƌĚŝĂŶ ͲDĂŝůͺͺͺͺͺ_______________________________________________ͺͺ
Emergency Contact___________________________

6:30-7:30 p͘m͘ Teen (12-18)Leisure
7:30Ͳ8:30 p.m. Teen (12-18)
Competitive

ͺͺͺͺΨϯϱ>ĞĂŐƵĞ&ĞĞĨŽƌƌĐŵĞŵͲ
ďĞƌƐͬΨϰϱĨŽƌŶŽŶƌĐŵĞŵďĞƌƐ
ͺͺͺͺΨϭϮKƉƚŝŽŶĂůdͲ^Śŝƌƚ

ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺdŽƚĂů

Phone ________________________

Restrictions to Physical Activity _______________________________________________ͺ
Medical Diagnosis __________________________________________________________
I/We_____________________________________________, the parents/guardians of the above
named candidate for participation in STARS Basketball, hereby give my/our approval for my/our
child to participate in any and all SdZ^ Basketball activities. I/We agree to return any
equipment issued to my/our child in as good condition as when I received it except for normal
wear and tear. I/We give permission for the free use of my/our child’s name and or photo in any
newspaper, broadcast, or telecast of the STARS Basketball program and for use in promotional
efforts of the Ollie Webb Center͕/ŶĐ. I/We acknowledge that it is recommended to consult with
my/our child's physician prior to beginning a new fitness or exercise program. I/We hereby
release and hold harmless the Autism Center Nebraska, and ƚŚĞOllie Webb Center,/ŶĐ͕ their
officers, directors, employees, volunteers, and affiliates from all liability and damages for
personal injury and property damage which I/we may or my/our guests and participants may
suffer by participating in SdZ^Basketball. In case of medical emergency I/we give my/our
permission for Ollie Webb Center, Inc. to arrange for transportation for my/our child to the
nearest medical facility to receive treatment. tĞƌĞƋƵĞƐƚƚŚĂƚŽŶĞƉĂƌĞŶƚͬŐƵĂƌĚŝĂŶďĞŝŶ
ĂƚƚĞŶĚĂŶĐĞĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͘
Name of hospitalization plan________________________________________________________
Signature ___________________________________________________ Date ______________

KƉƚŝŽŶĂů͊EŽƚƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ͘^dZ^ĂƐŬĞƚďĂůůdͲ^Śŝƌƚ͊KŶůǇΨϭϮĞĂĐŚ
QuanƟty_______

Size (please circle) Youth M, Youth L, Adult S, Adult M, Adult L, Adult XL, Adult 2XL, Adult 3XL

SOCIAL RECREATION

The Social Recreation Program offers small- and large-group activities in which youth and adults with disabilities can
enjoy leisure time, build friendships and access the community.

parks.cityofomaha.org

The Therapeutic Recreation Program and Ollie Webb Center, Inc. proudly present:

The Annual Halloween Dance
for teens and adults with disabilities

October 18 • 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Come join your friends for a fun Halloween costume party!

Mockingbird Hills Community Center • 10242 Mockingbird Dr
Cost: $5/Arc members and $10/ non members • no charge for parents/staff
To register contact Aimee Addison at 402.346.5220, Ext. 19 or aaddison@olliewebbinc.org

RESERVATION FORM – Adult Services
Name:_____________________________________________________ Phone #: (_____)________________
Address:____________________________________________________ Zip: __________________________
Date of Birth:______________________________

*Allergies: _____________________________________

Emergency Contact ________________________

Emergency Phone: _____________________________

I allow the use of images for public relations purposes and release and discharge Ollie Webb Center, Inc. and its employees and volunteers from any liability as a
result of my participation and/or my child’s participation in the Adult Services Program *Signature:

________________________________

Halloween Dance (all ages) (October 18)................................................................ $ 5 Arc members/$10 non-members
A support person or caregiver is required to attend if one-on-one support is needed.
Total Enclosed: $____________ Please make checks payable to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc.
Return to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc., Adult Services, 1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122, Omaha, NE 68105

Aimee Addison Program Coordinator • aaddison@olliewebbinc.org
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SOCIAL RECREATION

The Social Recreation Program offers small- and large-group activities in which youth and adults with disabilities can
enjoy leisure time, build friendships and access the community.

Lunch and Film Club for Teens and Adults
Both teens and adults may register. Spend the afternoon socializing, eating lunch and watching a movie with friends.

Saturday, September 21, 2019

RSVP to
aedwards@olliewebbinc.org by
mail with RSVP form and payment
by September 13, 2019.

Start time between 12:00 p.m.
Please email aedwards@olliewebbinc.org the week of the
film to find out an exact time for arrivals and
which film we will be seeing.

Westwood 8 Theater
2809 S 125th Ave # 297 Omaha, NE 68144
Pick-up typically between 2:00 - 2:15 p.m.
Lunch is included.
Cost: $15/Arc member • $20/non-member

Includes hot dog, popcorn, beverage and admission
for participant only
For other upcoming social and recreational opportunities, please check out our Best Buddies and Ultimate Life programs!

RESERVATION FORM
Name:_____________________________________________________ Phone #: (_____)________________
Address:___________________________________________________ Zip: ___________________________
Date of Birth:______________________________

Allergies: _____________________________________

Emergency Contact ________________________

Emergency Phone: _____________________________

I allow the use of images for public relations purposes and release and discharge Ollie Webb Center, Inc. and its employees and volunteers from any liability as a
result of my participation and/or my child’s participation.

*Signature: _______________________________________

PLEASE CHECK THE EVENT(S) THAT CORRESPONDS WITH PAYMENT

❑ Lunch and Film Club (September 21)................................................................... $15 Arc members/$20 non-members
A support person or caregiver is required to attend if one-on-one support is needed.
Total Enclosed: $____________ Please make checks payable to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc.
Return to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc., 1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122, Omaha, NE 68105
05
0
5

Alexa Edwards, Program Coordinator • aedwards@olliewebbinc.org
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MENTORING SERVICES
Best Buddies

Best Buddies is a peer mentoring program for adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Through this
program, adults with disabilities are matched to Creighton college students and participate in social and recreational
activities, enabling these individuals to experience friendships with peers.

Best Buddies
"The power of friendship is real and Best Buddies
prides itself on fostering meaningful, genuine
friendships between individuals with and without
intellectual and developmental disabilities that
withstand the test of time."
This month our Mentoring department is highlighting
a long-standing Best Buddies match. Frannie and
Monica who have been Best Buddies for three years
and counting! The buddy pair loves Creighton games,
the College World Series, and the zoo. Frannie also
enjoys supporting Monica as a participant in Miss
Amazing Pageants. Although it is their last year in the
club together before Frannie will graduate in the
spring, they both have made a lifelong friend. Frannie
will be joining the Best Buddies executive team this
year, serving as Vice President while continuing to
spend time with Monica at upcoming events.
Register NOW!
Registration will close on October 1, 2019.
To register:
1. Go to BestBuddiesOnline.org.
2. Click "Membership Application" and click "College"
on the drop-down menu.
3. Fill out the application and await approval.
Questions? Email Alexa Edwards at
aedwards@olliewebbinc.org.
Alexa Edwards, Program Coordinator • aedwards@olliewebbinc.org
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THE ART OF IMAGINATION

The Art of Imagination classes are focused on the visual and performing arts. Classes offer artistic opportunities in
traditional art forms such as painting, writing, drawing and photography and more. Theater classes include
improvisation, playwriting, scripted pieces and radio drama culminating in rehearsals and public performances.

MOROZKO MUSIC DIRECTOR - OLGA SMOLA
MOLA

Olga Smola is the Music Director, Cultural Advisor and
a performer in The Art of Imagination’s upcoming
original inclusive theatre production Morozko. Born in
Krasnoyarsk, Russia, she began studying violin at the
age of six. She graduated from the Moscow State
Conservatory in 2004, and finished her Ph.D. program
there in 2012. Music has taken Smola around the
world. Her solo touring credits include performances
in Monaco, Spain, Belgium, Croatia, France, England,
Azerbaijan, the United States, and throughout the
Russian Federation. She has performed a number of
times as a guest of the Russian Embassy in
Washington, as well as the U.S. Embassy in Moscow.
A versatile violinist, Smola has played solo and
ensemble concerts in many different styles of music,
including classical, jazz, rock, and even electronic
music as a ‘Violin DJ.’ Smola is a winner of the 2nd
Taneev’s International Chamber Music competition as
a member of “Alliance Trio,” and the 5th International
Muse World Competition. During her career, she has
earned grant funding from the Irina Arkhipova
Foundation, the Fund for Russian Art in Music
Performance, the Bistrizkaya Fund, and the Russian
Federation’s Culture Fund.
Smola has served as a Professor of Music at the School
of Music at the University of Nebraska at Omaha (UNO)
since August 2016. In 2017 she performed as a soloist
with the Omaha Symphony for the 2017 Longines FEI

World Cup Jumping Finals. In 2018 she was a guest
violinist for Billy McGuigan’s Rock Twist show and
performed solo for the Aksarben Ball 2018 in the CHI
Center. In March and April 2019, Olga Smola was
part of the BLUEBARN Theatre production, Indecent,
where she served as an actor, violinist and Music
Director.
Morozko will be performed at the Scottish Rite
Masonic Center at 20th and Douglas Streets in
downtown Omaha November 1st, 2nd and 3rd.

Jim Hoggatt, Artistic Director • jhoggatt@olliewebbinc.org

Page 14

CONTINUING EDUCATION

The Continuing Education program extends the learning experience beyond high school. Classes are offered in a variety
of formats and settings and focus on independent living, money management, social and employment-related skills.
Courses provide a person-centered approach that focuses on increased independence as opposed to the maintenance of
skills. A five day-a-week program is available and follows a typical college schedule.

National Disability Voter Registration Resources
Special thanks to PTI Outreach Coordinator, Graciela Sharif, on behalf of Disability Rights Nebraska (DRN) for providing an
important workshop for participants of Ollie Webb Center, Inc.’s Continuing Education program. The workshop was held in
honor of National Disability Voter Registration Week which is held in mid-July.
DRN advocates on behalf of Nebraskans with disabilities to make sure civil and human rights are being upheld. Through
self-advocacy workshops, the organization seeks to educate and empower individuals to be in control of their own lives; one
of these ways is by exercising one’s right to vote. During the presentation, participants discussed the importance of voting
and the direct impact it can have on an individual’s daily life, including the right to research and voice opinions on laws and
legislation that impact all citizens with disabilities. The group discussed how various marginalized groups have had to fight
to have their voting rights upheld and their voices heard.
Participants learned about voter eligibility, how to register to vote, choosing a political party, and how to physically go to a
polling station to vote (or get an early voting ballot). The group practiced voting using a sample ballot. Also discussed was
the importance of being an educated voter as well as laws that have been passed to ensure that voting is accessible to all
citizens, regardless of their disability. Currently, Polling Places are required to have at least one accessible voting booth in
addition to accessible parking and entrances. A federal law, Help America Vote Act (HAVA) was enacted in 2002 to assure that
voters with disabilities had the same access as those without disabilities. Participants were then able to discuss and share
their own personal voting experiences.
For more information on this important topic, please go to: www.disabilityrightsnebraska.org, www.sos.ne.gov.

David Ackermann, Education Services Coordinator • dackermann@olliewebbinc.org
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The Arc of Omaha & Career Solutions, Inc.
1941 South 42nd Street
Suite 122
Omaha, NE 68105-2942
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

For more information about Ollie Webb Center,
Inc. activities and programs, you can pull up
our website on your smart phone QR app!

STAFF DIRECTORY

Administrative Office Staff
402.346.5220

It’s Free!

Laurie Ackermann

Executive Director

Ext.
17

Lisa Dougherty

Human Resource Manager

22

Megan Hillebrandt

Accounting Associate

21

Jenny Koley

Receptionist

11

Robin McArthur

Operations Director

12

Jordan Stocking

Executive Assistant

10

Sue Wymore

Controller

26

Program Support Staff
402.346.5220 or 402.342.4418
Ext.

Ext.

David Ackermann Education Services Coordinator

13

Craig Kneifl

Aimee Addison

19

Health & Wellness Services Coordinator

Employment Services Coordinator

18

Lisa McMichael

Independent Living Services Manager

24

Employment Services Manager

28

Dave Brown

Independent Living Services Coordinator

20

Blaine Villafuerte

Alexa Edwards

Mentoring Services Coordinator

31

Tara Waln-Lewellyn Personal Development Services Coordinator

33

Jim Hoggatt

Artistic Director

30

Cheri Albin

14

Family Services Coordinator

If you have received this newsletter via e-mail in error and/or wish to unsubscribe and no longer receive this newsletter, please send an e-mail to info@olliewebbinc.org with “unsubscribe”
in the subject line. You may also contact us to unsubscribe by sending a letter to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc. • 1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122 • Omaha, NE 68105
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