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Mission Statement
To enrich the lives of individuals with 
developmental disabilities and their 

families through collaboration, advocacy, 
relationships, and education.
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OLLIE'S BULLETIN BOARD

2026 Arc of Omaha Membership Drive!DON’T FORGET!

to renew your Arc of Omaha 
membership for 2026.  
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“Time and money spent in helping people to do more for 

themselves is far better than mere giving.” ~ Henry Ford

The Arc of Omaha has a free Family Zoo Pass available for use by its 2026 members.  
It allows two adults and six children to visit the Henry Doorly Zoo.  Please note the following 
rules for its use:

1. The pass can be used anytime the zoo is open.

2. Families may use the pass as often as they like, as long as it is available.

3. Families using the pass must sign it out, giving their name, address, phone number, date of use 
and date returned.  If a family misuses the pass, it is possible that the pass may not be available 
for them to use again.

4. When families arrive at the zoo, they must present the pass and check in at the Visitors Center. 

Call 402.346.5220 to reserve the Family Zoo Pass. 

Zoo Pass Available to 2026 Arc Members!

You are doing more than mere giving when you become a member of The Arc of Omaha.  You are supporting efforts to 
help individuals with developmental disabilities and their families lead lives of greater independence, productivity, 
integration, inclusion and self-determination.  

Becoming a member for 2026 is easy! Options start at just $35. This can be done by mail (fill out the form below) or 
online at www.olliewebbinc.org. The benefits of continued membership include: 

• Use of the Ollie Webb Center, Inc. pass to Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo. Pass use is unlimited based on availability and 
entitles 2 adults and up to 6 children free admission to the zoo. 

• Discounts on many activities and events sponsored by The Arc of Omaha. For more information, please reference our 
monthly newsletter or www.olliewebbinc.org. 

• Support from The Arc of Nebraska and The Arc of the United States, including representation at local, state, and 
national policy forums and publications on a variety of topics.

• The satisfaction of supporting a local community agency that tirelessly informs the public of the needs, rights, and 
abilities of individuals with developmental disabilities.

Your Arc of Omaha membership sends a strong message in support of the rights of individuals with intellectual 

and developmental disabilities. Please consider becoming a member today!

The Arc of Omaha 2026 Membership Form
Your membership will be valid from January 1 through December 31, 2026

Thank you for your past support!  Please consider once again being a part of our team!

Name (s) ___________________________________________________________________________
(As you wish it to appear when we publicly recognize our members.)

Address ____________________________________________________________________________

City/State______________________________________________________ Zip _________________

Phone _________________________ E-mail *_ ____________________________________________

*May we send our monthly newsletter to your email address:   ____Yes     ____No

Each Single Membership is entitled to one (1) vote.  Each family membership is entitled to two (2) votes.
Please circle:        Single $35        Family $50        Contributing $75        Sustaining $100        Corporate $150

� I would like to sponsor an additional single membership for a person who is unable to pay, for an additional $35

Total amount enclosed:  $______________  Your contribution is tax deductible.

Please make your check payable to Ollie Webb Center, Inc. Mail this form and your check to:
Ollie Webb Center, Inc.,  1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122, Omaha, NE 68105

Ollie Webb Center Inc. offers a pass 

to Fontenelle Forest.  

The Fontenelle Forest pass is based on 
availability and you must call in advance.
This pass allows:
•  Free admission for up to 15 people
•  Free admission to Raptor Woodland 

Refuge
•  Free admission to Habitat Hollow for 

indoor play & learning at the Nature 
Center

Fontenelle Forest Location:
1111 Bellevue Boulevard North 

www.fontenelleforest.org

If you would like to reserve our pass, 
please call (402) 346-5220.

Spring/Summer
Weather Policy

The following weather conditions may 
cause us to close our office and/or 
cancel/reschedule events.

• Tornado warnings

• Extreme heat of 90+ degrees and 
humidity

• Severe thunderstorms and/or 
lightning

If the weather is questionable, our 
services will be canceled.

Our services will generally be canceled 
if Omaha Public Schools cancel their 

day/evening activities and/or staff 
deem it unsafe for travel.  

Please check social media or 

verify with staff.
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Saturday, May 9, 2026  10:00 am - 12:00 pm



SOCIAL RECREATION

The Social Recreation Program offers group activities in which youth and adults with disabilities can enjoy leisure 
time, build friendships and access the community.

Audry Childers, Arc Program Manager  •  achilders@olliewebbinc.org

Total Enclosed: $____________  Please make checks payable to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc.
Return to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc., 1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122, Omaha, NE 68105

RESERVATION FORM 
Name:_____________________________________________________ Phone #: (_____)________________

Address:____________________________________________________   Zip: __________________________

Date of Birth:______________________________ Allergies:  _____________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Emergency Contact ________________________  Emergency Phone:  _____________________________

Name of Sta�/Family Member Attending (If Applicable): ___________________________________________
I allow the use of images for public relations purposes and release and discharge Ollie Webb Center, Inc. and its employees and volunteers from any liability as a 
result of my participation and/or my individual’s participation. *Signature: _____________________________________________

Pickleball (Monday evenings in June, 2026) . . . . . . . . $50 Arc members • $60 non-members 

Cost: $50 Arc Members, $60 Non-Arc members
Transportation is the responsibility of attendees and 

not provided by Ollie Webb Center, Inc.

Adaptive Pickleball Clinic
Dates:  Monday Evenings in June 2026:

   June 1st, June 8th, June 15th, 

   June 22nd, & June 29th

Time:  6:30pm - 7:30pm

Location: Ace Pickleball Club Indoor Courts
13423 "F" Street         
Omaha, NE 68137

RSVP via mail, or email Audry Childers 
at achilders@olliewebbinc.org
for online registration and payment.



Contact Audry Childers at: achilders@olliewebbinc.org or 402-968-0107

for registration form and online payments links. Payment can also be submitted by check.  

Mail or drop off at: Ollie Webb Center, Inc. • 1941 South 42nd Street • Omaha, NE 68105

Register by day, , 202 o secure your spot!

  

Mondays, Ju

6:30 pm – 7:30 pm

UNO Community Engagement Centteerr

Cost: $ 5/Arc Members • $ 0/Non Arc Members

Transportation is the responsibility of attendees and 
not provided by Ollie Webb Center, Inc.

SUMMER
MOVE n GROOVE WORKSHOP

Learn different line dances and dance styles

Classes taught by a teaching artist from WhyArts, Inc.
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on the UNO Campus • 6400 S University Drive North • Omaha, NE 68182

Parking is available in the reserved CEC Lot E
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Partnering with the City of Omaha Parks and Recreation
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The Social Recreation Program offers small- and large-group activities in which youth and adults with disabilities can 

enjoy leisure time, build friendships and access the community.

SOCIAL RECREATION

Annual Ability Experience Luau Picnic Dinner
with Dancing and Games

Register by July 3 via mail or email Audry Childers at achilders@olliewebbinc.org for
online registration from and electronic payment information.

Thursday, July 9, 2026

6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Mockingbird Hills Community Center
10242 Mockingbird Drive • Omaha, NE 68127

Food and Drinks Provided

Cost: $25 Arc Members • $30 Non-Members • $15 Staff/Family Members

Join Ollie Webb Center, Inc. and 
the City of Omaha Therapeutic Recreation Program for the

Please help us in thanking The Ability Experience/Journey of Hope cyclists and Pi 
Kappa Phi for helping to spread the message of acceptance and understanding for 

people with disabilities as they travel across the country.

RESERVATION FORM

Name:_____________________________________________________ Phone #: (_____)________________

Address:___________________________________________________ Zip: ___________________________

Date of Birth:______________________________ Allergies:  _____________________________________ 

Emergency Contact ________________________  Emergency Phone:  _____________________________
I allow the use of images for public relations purposes and release and discharge Ollie Webb Center, Inc. and its employees and volunteers from any liability as a 
result of my participation and/or my child’s participation.

Ability Experience Luau (July 9, 2026).........................$25 Arc Members • $30 Non-Members • $15 Staff/Family 
Members

Total Enclosed: $____________  Please make checks payable to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc.

Return to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc., 1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122, Omaha, NE 68105 by July 3, 2026

*Signature: ________________________________ electronic signature or text created signature accepted



Date: 

Time: 

PARENT RESOURCE and INFORMATION SUPPORT MEETINGS

PRISM (Parent Resource Information and Support Meetings) provide informational and support programs 

for families of individuals with developmental disabilities. Family-friendly meetings offer educational programs, 

disability-related information and the opportunity to network with other parents and children with disabilities. 

FAMILY SERVICES

PRISM

The PRISM Project is sponsored by he Arc of Omaha at Ollie Webb Center, Inc.

Tuesday, May , 202

6 p.m. 

Registration Required via Eventbrite:

For accommodation requests, please contact: 

Page 7Page 7Audry Childers • achilders@olliewebbinc.org
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MENTORING SERVICES

Best Buddies is a peer mentoring program for adults with 

intellectual and developmental disabilities. Through this 

program, adults with disabilities are matched to 

Creighton college students and participate in social and 

recreational activities, enabling these individuals to 

experience friendships with peers. 

Best Buddies Just Friends

1 year mentoring relationship
Weekly communication
Monthly in-person hang outs
Just Friends events & classes

Now accepting applications for 2025-2026!
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Matches spend the year hanging out, getting to 

know each other, and having fun!  

Just Friends teens ages 13-18 with and without 
disabilities. Adolescents are matched 1-to-1 and 

participate in social and recreational activities together. 
Participants learn and experience age-appropriate 

social interaction, build self-advocacy and leadership 
skills, and enjoy meaningful social inclusion.

Mentors & Mentees agree to:

All peer mentors attend a mandatory 2.5 hour training 
prior to being matched with a mentee. Please note that 

mentors and mentees are responsible for any 
associated costs with outings.

Apply Today!

To apply to be a mentor or mentee, request an 

application from Kaitlin Pearson.

Kaitlin Pearson • ARC Program Coordinator • kpearson@olliewebbinc.org • 402.830.4025

Just Friends is a peer mentoring and friendship program 

that gives adolescents with developmental disabilities the 

opportunity to participate in social and recreational 

activities with adolescents who do not have 

developmental disabilities. 

Kaitlin Pearson • ARC Program Coordinator • kpearson@

Best Buddies – Summer Send Off
Sunday, May 10, 2026
12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

(off campus)



Book Clubs meet once a week for an hour as a small group at a local coffee shop to read and discuss a book.  All 

reading levels can participate!  Members enjoy social connections and the delight of expanding their literacy.

HEALTH, WELLNESS, AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

Next Chapter Book Club

Page 7Kaitlin Pearson, ARC Program Coordinator • kpearson@olliewebbinc.org • 402.830.4025

Lifelong Learning  •  Friends  •  Community

The Next Chapter Book Club is a program of 
Chapters Ahead, Inc.

Join Ollie Webb Center, Inc. Next Chapter Book Club!

Become a Volunteer Book Club Facilitator!

For just one hour a week, make a difference in the lives of adults with intellectual and development disabilities. 

Facilitators needed to host clubs at local coffee shops and community venues in the Papillion/Bellevue and 
Omaha Metro areas.

If you would like to become a member or volunteer facilitator, contact  Kaitlin Pearson

Do you enjoy reading and want to share the joy of literature?

Book Clubs meet once a week for an hour as 
a small group at local coffee shops and 

community venues to read and discuss a 
book. 

We are looking for members to 
join the following clubs!

Panera off 78th and Dodge
Hy-Vee at 156th and Maple

Annual $50 fee provides club mem-

bership and access to a variety of 

books from

The Next Chapter Book Club Lending 

Library

Bo

W

AA

TTh

If you would like to become a member or volunteer facilitator, contact Kaitlin Pearson

Page  9Kaitlin Pearson • ARC Program Coordinator • kpearson@olliewebbinc.org • 402.830.4025



Independent living services provide instruction for individuals who live in their own home (apartment or house) or 

in their family’s home. Education, training and support is provided to maintain or increase independent living skills, 

such as money management, health and safety, interpersonal relations, community awareness, recreational skills, 

nutrition, hygiene and leisure.

INDEPENDENT LIVING

Spring Cleaning and Independent Living

Some of the individuals receiving Independent Living Services through the Ollie Webb Center, Inc. have been 
working very hard to make sure they stay healthy and keep their homes clean and free from viruses during the 
winter and spring seasons. Spring Cleaning means more than just getting rid of the dust bunnies, but ensuring 
your home continues to remain virus free. IL Staff are working closely with individuals to help them learn how to 
not just keep their homes clean but teaching them about keeping air filters clean as well. How often should my 
air filter be changed?

According to the Better Home Guide:

“The Short Answer: In a home occupied nearly all year round, most professionals recommend changing your 
home air filter every 60-90 days depending on a number of factors described in detail below, including pets, 
allergies, etc.

The Long Answer: Knowing when to change your home air filter can be a little bit tricky for a number of reasons. 
Every home is slightly different in its makeup which can alter the answer to this commonly asked question. Even 
the air filter you purchase can play a role in how often you need to replace this essential piece of equipment. 
While the answer may vary from home to home, it’s crucial that you learn exactly what your home needs in 
order to function properly.

A good rule of thumb is to change your 
air filter every ninety days. That means 
that you should be replacing your air filter 
with a fresh and clean version at least 
once a quarter. However, that rule of 
thumb may not be the safest option if 
you have pets, allergies, or even a vaca-
tion home.”.

Most Individuals do not think about how 
important it is to keep the air filter clean, 
but it may be one more thing that will 
help keep viruses out of your home. 

Happy Spring!!
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Many individuals are moving from their childhood home to their first apartment in May/June this year. Moving from a house to an apartment 
can be quite a challenging process. This transition often involves downsizing, adjusting to new surroundings, and dealing with new 
constraints such as neighbors living in closer proximity. Despite these challenges, moving can also be an exciting journey of change and fresh 
starts. The following smooth moving tips should make your transition from a house to an apartment as seamless and stress-free as possible.

Start by Decluttering
Assess your belongings: Start by making a list of all your possessions and identify items that you use frequently. If there are items you haven’t 
used in over six months, consider whether you need them in your new home.
Sell or donate unwanted items: If there are items that are still in good condition but not needed in your new home, consider selling them or 
donating them to charity. This will not only reduce the number of things you need to move but also help others.
Recycle responsibly: If there are broken or unusable items among your possessions, make sure to dispose of them responsibly. Many cities 
have facilities where you can recycle old electronics, batteries and other potentially hazardous waste materials.

Plan Your Space
Once you’ve decluttered and know what will be moving with you into the apartment, it’s important to plan out where everything will go. This 
step will help eliminate any unnecessary stress on moving day.
Measure the space: It’s crucial to have accurate measurements of your new apartment before moving day. This includes the square footage of 
each room as well as any built-in storage spaces like closets or cupboards.
Create a floor plan: Using these measurements, create a floor plan for each room in your new home. Consider where large pieces of furniture 
will go, and make sure there’s enough space to move around comfortably.
Be creative with storage: Apartments often require more creative storage solutions than houses. For example, consider using under-bed 
storage boxes or over-the-door hooks to maximize your space.

Planning and Preparation
The first step in ensuring a smooth move is proper planning and preparation. This involves sorting out your belongings, deciding for the move, 
and mentally preparing yourself for the transition.

Sorting Out Your Belongings: Since apartments are typically smaller than houses, you will likely need to downsize your belongings. Begin by 
sorting through your items and deciding what you will keep, sell, donate or discard. Be sure to measure the space in your new apartment so 
you know exactly what furniture you can bring with you.
Packing: Start packing non-essential items several weeks before moving day. Be careful when packing fragile items such as glasses or bamboo 
straws – wrap them individually in paper or bubble wrap for protection.

Dealing with Moving Day
Despite all your preparations, moving day can still be stressful without good organization.

Label Your Boxes: Make sure each box is clearly labeled with its contents and the room it belongs in at your new apartment. This will greatly 
speed up the unpacking process.
Create an Inventory List: An inventory list of all packed items provides extra assurance that everything has been moved successfully from your 
house to your apartment.
Clean Your House: Leave your old house clean for its new occupants.
Adjusting to Apartment Living
Moving into an apartment after living in a house can come with its fair share of adjustments.

Noise Levels: Living near others means being mindful of noise levels. This applies not just to you, but also to 
your neighbors.
Limited Outdoor Space: Be prepared for less outdoor space. If you’re used to a backyard, it may take some 
adjustment to live without one.
Community Rules: Most apartments have community rules, such as regulations about pets or noise. Make 
sure you familiarize yourself with these rules before moving in.
Moving from a house to an apartment is no small task, but with good planning and preparation, it can be a 
smooth and successful transition. Embrace the change and enjoy the journey into your new home.

CSI: RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Smooth Moving Tips: From a House to an Apartment
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CONTINUING EDUCATION

The Continuing Education program extends the learning experience beyond high school.  Classes are offered in a variety 

of formats and settings and focus on independent living, money management, social and employment-related skills.  

Courses provide a person-centered approach that focuses on increased independence as opposed to the maintenance of 

skills.  A five-day-a-week program is available and follows a typical college schedule.

Page 12Page  12David Ackermann, Education Services Director  •  dackermann @olliewebbinc.org 

Focus on Health and Wellness
In our last article, we highlighted our partnership with Whispering Roots, Inc. They are an organization that is dedicated to bringing 
healthy fresh food, nutrition education, innovative agriculture techniques and Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (S.T.E.M.) 
education to students and residents living in urban and rural socially and economically under served communities.

The Art of Giving: Creative Community Service class (which meets on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at the Florence Community 
Center) and the Gamifying Health: Designing for Physical Activity and Wellness class (which meets at the Montclair Community Center on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays) have been visiting them on a regular basis and learning how to grow their own gardens, as well as fun and easy 
recipes.

Another community partnership we wish to emphasize is our ongoing Pickleball clinic, lead by community member Sue Brookhouser 
and her team of volunteers. They meet at the A.V. Sorensen Community Center (home of the Mixed Media in Midtown class) on Wednes-
days. Both the Mixed Media and the Art of Giving classes meet up and play pickleball on Wednesday mornings. The Pickleball clinic also 
meets with the Gamifying Health class on Thursdays at Montclair. The participants that play Pickleball have expressed how much they 
look forward to it, and they appreciate that it gets them moving and trying out different exercises.

To supplement what they have been learning from both Whispering Roots, Inc. and when playing Pickleball, the Gamifying Health class 
has been trying out healthier versions of some of their favorite snacks. More specifically, recipes they can also make in a crockpot. One of 
the instructors shared with us some things they have been trying out, as well as their recipe for healthy crockpot nachos:

“We have been crockpot cooking this year and our goal was to cook with as little use of a knife (or) of (a) stove as possible. Our most 
popular dish was crockpot nachos; they are healthy and delicious. The class decided to also ma(k)e ramen, chocolate cherry cake, and 
pizza. We had a group discussion and they chose what they most wanted to be able to make at home. We even discussed and made 
these recipes with and without gluten. Our pickle ball partners even asked us for our cake recipe. We also learned how to use a crockpot 
liner so that cleanup was quick and easy.”

Crock Pot Nachos

Instructions
Add 1 lb. cooked ground turkey or 1 can white beans, drained and rinsed
1 to 2 cups salsa
1 can black beans, drained and rinsed
1 can chickpeas, drained and rinsed
1 can corn, drained
1 cut red pepper (optional)

Add all ingredients and cook on high for 2 to 3 hours
Serve on tortilla chips or tortillas (you can use low carb)
Top with cheese, tomato, guacamole, and sour cream
This recipe is inexpensive and very high in protein and low in carbs

We are so proud of our classes for putting a 

focus on their health and well-being this year.
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THE ART OF IMAGINATION

The Art of Imagination classes are focused on the visual and performing arts. Classes offer artistic opportunities in 

traditional art forms such as painting, writing, drawing, photography and more. Theater classes include improvisation, 

playwriting, scripted pieces and radio drama culminating in rehearsals and public performances.

Jim Hoggatt, Art of Imagination Artistic Director • jhoggatt@olliewebbinc.org Page 14

Arts in Action: The Art of Imagination Brings Stories to 

Life on Stage and Screen

The students and staff of the Art of Imagination arts program at Ollie Webb Center, Inc. have had a remarkable 
season, and even bigger things are on the horizon.

This past fall, The Art of Imagination presented its annual inclusive theater production, Looking-Glass, a dynamic 
adaptation of the Alice in Wonderland stories adapted by Kevin Lawler, artistic director of the Great Plains 
Theatre Commons.

Building on that success, students and staff are currently at work on a short film loosely adapted from Lawler's 
script. The film is being shot in and around Omaha, with students from The Art of Imagination serving as actors. 
Individuals in the program have also contributed to the designing and sourcing of costumes, props, and film 
shot ideas. This collaborative, hands-on approach is central to how The Art of Imagination film projects work, 
with students and directors shaping the creative process together.

The program's connection to Nebraska's literary heritage runs deep. Two short films based on Willa Cather 
stories, produced with scripts written by University of Nebraska-Omaha professor Todd Richardson, premiered at 
the Willa Cather Festival in Red Cloud, Nebraska, Cather's childhood hometown, to great acclaim. Keynote speak-
er for the festival that year was celebrated author Jane Smiley. The films were also screened at Film Streams in 
Omaha, bringing these Nebraska stories to a broader audience.

This October, The Art of Imagination will premiere its next major inclusive theater production at the Scottish Rite 
Masonic Center in downtown Omaha. The production is an adaptation of the Postcards from Nebraska folktale 
collection of Roger Welsch, the beloved University of Nebraska Omaha professor whose stories were a staple of 
the CBS Sunday morning TV show. The production will feature Roger Welsch and Louise Pound as narrator-char-
acters, and will be directed by Kevin Ehrhart.

As always, the production will feature full production values and will include performers with and without 
disabilities, a hallmark of the Art of Imagination's commitment to inclusive, professional-quality theater.
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Executive Director Laurie Ackermann  17
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Arc Family Services Coordinator  Cheri Albin 14

Quality Assurance and Intake Geralyn Bryant

Operations Director  Becky Cano  23

Arc Program Manager Audry Childers 31

Education Manager Debora Gibson 28

Data and Analytics Michael Herzog

Art of Imagination Artistic Director Jim Hoggatt  18

Office Assistant Jenny Koley 11 

Employment Coordinator Joseph Koll 20

Program Director  Lisa McMichael 24

Arc Program Coordinator Kaitlin Pearson   12

Executive Administrative Assistant Maureen Proksel   10

Staff Accountant Valeria Silva 26

If you have received this newsletter via e-mail in error and/or wish to unsubscribe and no longer receive this newsletter, please send an e-mail to info@olliewebbinc.org with “unsubscribe” 
in the subject line. You may also contact us to unsubscribe by sending a letter to: Ollie Webb Center, Inc. • 1941 South 42nd Street, Suite 122 • Omaha, NE 68105

For more information about Ollie Webb Center, 
Inc. activities and programs, you can pull up 
our website on your smart phone QR app!

It’s Free!

STAFF DIRECTORY 402-346-5220

Administrative Office Staff
402.346.5220

•  PRISM
 Tuesday, May 5, 2026  6:00 - 8:00pm

•  Sibshops
 Saturday, May 9, 2026  10:00am - 12:00pm

•  Best Buddies Summer Sendoff
 Sunday, May 10, 2026 12:00 - 2:00pm

•  A Toast to Ollie Webb Gala
 Saturday, June 6, 2026 6:30 - 9:00pm

•  Summer Pickleball Clinic 
 Mondays 6:30 - 7:30pm begins June 1st, 2026

•  Move N Groove Workshop
 Mondays 6:30 - 7:30pm begins July 6, 2026

•  Ability Experience  Luau Party
 Thursday, July 9, 2026 6:00 - 8:00pm


